
Sunday, November 13, Revelation 7 Sealing of the 144,000 from Israel; Sealing of a Great
Multitude  

Revelation 7:1 After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back
the four winds of the earth so that no wind would blow on the earth, or on the sea, or on any
tree.  

Revelation 7:2-3 And I saw another angel ascending from the rising of the sun, holding the seal
of the living God; and he called out with a loud voice to the four angels to whom it was granted
to harm the earth and the sea, saying, “Do not harm the earth, or the sea, or the trees until we
have sealed the bond-servants of our God on their foreheads.”  

The reason for the delay?  Maybe the opportunity for the witnesses of the Lamb of God to reach
the world?  

II Peter 3:8-9   But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one
day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day. The Lord is not slow about His
promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not willing for any to perish, but for
all to come to repentance.  

Revelation 7:4 And I heard the number of those who were sealed: 144,000, sealed from every
tribe of the sons of Israel:  

Revelation 7:5-6 from the tribe of Judah, twelve thousand were sealed, from the tribe of Reuben
twelve thousand, from the tribe of Gad twelve thousand, from the tribe of Asher twelve
thousand, from the tribe of Naphtali twelve thousand, from the tribe of Manasseh twelve
thousand  

Revelation 7:7-8 from the tribe of Simeon twelve thousand, from the tribe of Levi twelve
thousand, from the tribe of Issachar twelve thousand, from the tribe of Zebulun twelve thousand,
from the tribe of Joseph twelve thousand, and from the tribe of Benjamin, twelve thousand were
sealed.  

“No clear-cut example of the church being called ‘Israel’ exists in the NT or in ancient church
writings until A.D. 160.” (Thomas)  

“It would be rather ridiculous to carry the typology of Israel representing the church to the extent
of dividing them up into twelve tribes as was done here, if it was the intent of the writer to
describe the church.”  (Walvoord)  

Isaiah 2:2-3 Now it will come about that in the last days the mountain of the house of the Lord
will be established as the chief of the mountains, and will be raised above the hills; And all the
nations will stream to it. And many peoples will come and say, “Come, let’s go up to the



mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; So that He may teach us about His
ways, and that we may walk in His paths.”   

Isaiah 2:4 For the law will go out from Zion and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. And He
will judge between the nations, and will mediate for many peoples; And they will beat their
swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning knives. Nation will not lift up a sword
against nation, and never again will they learn war.  

Romans 11:11-12 I say then, they did not stumble so as to fall, did they? Far from it! But by their
wrongdoing salvation has come to the Gentiles, to make them jealous. Now if their wrongdoing
proves to be riches for the world, and their failure, riches for the Gentiles, how much more will
their fulfillment be!   

Romans 11:25-27 For I do not want you, brothers and sisters, to be uninformed of this
mystery—so that you will not be wise in your own estimation—that a partial hardening has
happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in; and so all Israel will be saved;
just as it is written: “The Deliverer will come from Zion, He will remove ungodliness from Jacob.”
“This is My covenant with them, When I take away their sins.”  

“However, there are many indications that John does mean the church, not the least of which is
the centrality of the church throughout the book.  Aside from this passage, there is no mention
of Jewish believers apart from the Gentile church elsewhere in Revelation.”  (Osborne)  

Galatians 3:8-9 The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached
the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “All the nations will be blessed in you.” So then,
those who are of faith are blessed with Abraham, the believer.  

Galatians 3:27-29 For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with
Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor
female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s
descendants, heirs according to promise.  

“In conclusion, the list of tribes stresses the completeness of the people of God seen as the
messianic army of the lion of Judah.  They have been ‘sealed’ by God from the outpouring of his
wrath and given a twofold task: being militant witnesses for the eternal gospel as they call the
nations to repentance and participating in the defeat of the dragon both by martyrdom and by
forming the army of the victorious Christ at his return.” (Osborne)  

Revelation 7:9-10 After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could
count, from every nation and all the tribes, peoples, and languages, standing before the throne
and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, and palm branches were in their hands; and they
cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to
the Lamb.” 


