Sunday, October 16, Revelation 6:9-11The Seals are Opened; The Fifth Seal

Revelation 6:1 Then | saw when the Lamb broke one of the seven seals, and | heard one of the
four living creatures saying as with a voice of thunder, “Come!”

The primary theme is divine sovereignty, as the lamb initiates the event, and in three of them the
divine passive “was given” (6:2, 4, 8) controls the action. This means that the activities of the
horsemen take place only as authorized by God. Christ controls the process from the throne of
God.

Revelation 6:2 | looked, and behold, a white horse, and the one who sat on it had a bow; and a
crown was given to him, and he went out conquering and to conquer.

Revelation 6:3-4 When He broke the second seal, | heard the second living creature saying,
“Come!” And another, a red horse, went out; and to him who sat on it, it was granted to take
peace from the earth, and that people would kill one another; and a large sword was given to
him.

Revelation 6:5-6 When He broke the third seal, | heard the third living creature saying, “Come!” |
looked, and behold, a black horse, and the one who sat on it had a pair of scales in his hand.
And | heard something like a voice in the center of the four living creatures saying, “A quart of
wheat for a denarius, and three quarts of barley for a denarius; and do not damage the oil and
the wine.”

Revelation 6:7-8 When the Lamb broke the fourth seal, | heard the voice of the fourth living
creature saying, “Come!” | looked, and behold, an ashen horse; and the one who sat on it had
the name Death, and Hades was following with him. Authority was given to them over a fourth of
the earth, to kill with sword, and famine, and plague, and by the wild animals of the earth.

I. First Four Seals: The Four horsemen (6:1-8)
A. White horse (6:1-2)

B. Red horse (6:3-4)

C. Black horse (6:5-6)

D. Pale horse (6:7-8)

Il. Fifth Seal: Martyred Saints (6:9-11)

Revelation 6:9-10 When the Lamb broke the fifth seal, | saw underneath the altar the souls of
those who had been killed because of the word of God, and because of the testimony which
they had maintained; and they cried out with a loud voice, saying, “How long, O Lord, holy and
true, will You refrain from judging and avenging our blood on those who live on the earth?”

Revelation 5:6-7 And | saw between the throne (with the four living creatures) and the elders a
Lamb standing, as if slaughtered, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven



spirits of God sent out into all the earth. And He came and took the scroll out of the right hand of
Him who sat on the throne.

Revelation 6:9-10 When the Lamb broke the fifth seal, | saw underneath the altar the souls of
those who had been killed because of the word of God, and because of the testimony which
they had maintained; and they cried out with a loud voice, saying, “How long, O Lord, holy and
true, will You refrain from judging and avenging our blood on those who live on the earth?”

Leviticus 4:4-6 He shall bring the bull to the doorway of the tent of meeting before the Lord, and
he shall lay his hand on the head of the bull and slaughter the bull before the Lord. Then the
anointed priest is to take some of the blood of the bull and bring it to the tent of meeting, and the
priest shall dip his finger in the blood and sprinkle some of the blood seven times before the
Lord, in front of the veil of the sanctuary.

Romans 12:1-2 Therefore | urge you, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present
your bodies as a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of
worship. And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your
mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and
perfect.

Philippians 3:17-18 But even if | am being poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrifice and
service of your faith, | rejoice and share my joy with you all. You too, | urge you, rejoice in the
same way and share your joy with me.

Il Timothy 4:6-8 For | am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my
departure has come. | have fought the good fight, | have finished the course, | have kept the
faith; in the future there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved
His appearing.

Revelation 6:9-10 When the Lamb broke the fifth seal, | saw underneath the altar the souls of
those who had been killed because of the word of God, and because of the testimony which
they had maintained; and they cried out with a loud voice, saying, “How long, O Lord, holy and
true, will You refrain from judging and avenging our blood on those who live on the earth?”

Revelation 12:11 And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the
word of their testimony, and they did not love their life even when faced with death.

Revelation 6:9-10 When the Lamb broke the fifth seal, | saw underneath the altar the souls of
those who had been killed because of the word of God, and because of the testimony which
they had maintained; and they cried out with a loud voice, saying, “How long, O Lord, holy and
true, will You refrain from judging and avenging our blood on those who live on the earth?”



Revelation 6:11 And a white robe was given to each of them; and they were told that they were
to rest for a little while longer, until the number of their fellow servants and their brothers and
sisters who were to be killed even as they had been, was completed also.

[ll. Sixth Seal: Shaking of the Heavens (6:12-17)
A. Cosmic signs (6:12-14)
B. Terror on earth (6:15-17)

Revelation 6:12-14 And | looked when He broke the sixth seal, and there was a great
earthquake; and the sun became as black as sackcloth made of hair, and the whole moon
became like blood; and the stars of the sky fell to the earth, as a fig tree drops its unripe figs
when shaken by a great wind. The sky was split apart like a scroll when it is rolled up, and every
mountain and island was removed from its place.

Revelation 6:15-17 Then the kings of the earth and the eminent people, and the commanders
and the wealthy and the strong, and every slave and free person hid themselves in the caves
and among the rocks of the mountains; and they said to the mountains and the rocks, “Fall on
us and hide us from the sight of Him who sits on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb; for
the great day of Their wrath has come, and who is able to stand?”



