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The Centrality of the Cross: A Study in 1 Corinthians 
Thanksgiving for Grace and Confidence in God's Faithfulness, 
I Corinthians 1:3-9
I.	Paul's Thanksgiving for God's Grace
	A.	The church's enrichment in Christ
		1.	In speech
		2.	In knowledge
	B.	The church's confirmation of the testimony of Christ
	C.	The church's sufficient gifting
	D.	The church's anticipation for the return of Christ

II.	Paul's Confidence in the Faithfulness of God
	A.	Confirmed to the end
	B.	Made blameless 

Excursus: The day of our Lord Jesus Christ

	C.	God called the church into fellowship with Christ
	D.	Since He is faithful, He will bring all of things about for 				the church



Scripture Reading I Corinthians 1:1-9
--
The Centrality of the Cross: A Study in 1 Corinthians 
--
The Centrality of the Cross: A Study in 1 Corinthians 
Thanksgiving for Grace and Confidence in God's Faithfulness, I Corinthians 1:3-9
--
I Corinthians 1:1 Paul, called as an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Sosthenes our brother 
--
I Corinthians 1:2 To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who have been sanctified in Christ Jesus, saints by calling, with all who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours 
--
I Corinthians 1:3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
--
I Corinthians 1:4-5 I thank my God always concerning you for the grace of God which was given you in Christ Jesus, that in everything you were enriched in Him, in all speech and all knowledge,
--
I.	Paul's Thanksgiving for God's Grace
	A.	The church's enrichment in Christ
		1.	In speech
		2.	In knowledge
--
I Corinthians 1:6-7 even as the testimony concerning Christ was confirmed in you, so that you are not lacking in any gift, awaiting eagerly the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ,
--
        B.   The church's confirmation of the testimony of Christ
        C.   The church's sufficient gifting
        D.   The church's anticipation for the return of Christ
--
I Corinthians 1:8 who will also confirm you to the end, blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
--
II.     Paul's Confidence in the Faithfulness of God
       A.   Confirmed to the end
       B.   Made blameless 
--
Excursus: The day of our Lord Jesus Christ
--
Philippians 1:6 For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.
--
I Corinthians 1:9 God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
--
        C.   God called the church into fellowship with Christ
        D.   Since He is faithful, He will bring all of these things about for the church
--





May 18: I Corinthians 1:10-17

The Centrality of the Cross: A Study in 1 Corinthians 
Be United, I Corinthians 1:10-17

I.	The Exhortation is by the Name of Our Lord Jesus Christ
II. 	Be United
	A.	You all agree
	B.	There be no divisions
	C.	Be made complete in the same mind
	D.	Be made complete in the same judgment
III.	Avoid Quarrels
IV.	Avoid Prestige, Esteem, Status, Reputation
V.	Instead, Embrace the True Nature of the Gospel: 
	Humble, Lowly, Debasing, Undignified 

--
The Centrality of the Cross: A Study in 1 Corinthians 



Be United, I Corinthians 1:10-17
--
Matthew 18:1At that time the disciples came to Jesus and said, “Who then is greatest in the kingdom of heaven?”
--
Matthew 18:2-3 And He called a child to Himself and set him before them, and said, “Truly I say to you, unless you are converted and become like children, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven.
--
Matthew 18:4-5 Whoever then humbles himself as this child, he is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And whoever receives one such child in My name receives Me
--
Mark 10:42 Calling them to Himself, Jesus said to them, “You know that those who are recognized as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them; and their great men exercise authority over them. 
--
Mark 10:43-44 But it is not this way among you, but whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your servant; and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be slave of all.
--
Mark 10:45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”
--
John 13:1 Now before the Feast of the Passover, Jesus knowing that His hour had come that He would depart out of this world to the Father, having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end.
--
John 13:2 During supper, the devil having already put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon, to betray Him, 
--
John 13:3-4 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that He had come forth from God and was going back to God, got up from supper, and laid aside His garments; and taking a towel, He girded Himself.
--
Philippians 2:5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus,
--
Philippians 2:6-7 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.
-- 
Philippians 2:8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.
--
Philippians 2:9 For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name,
--
Philippians 2:10-11 so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
--
Listen to these words...

Greece said, "Be wise, know yourself."  Rome said, "Be strong, discipline yourself."  Religion says, "Be good, conform yourself."  Education says, "Be resourceful,  expand yourself." Psychology says, "Be confident, assert yourself."  Materialism says, "Be satisfied, please yourself." Pride says, "Be superior,  promote yourself." Humanism says, "Be capable believe in yourself."  Philanthropy says, "Be generous, release yourself."  Christ says, "Be a servant, humble yourself."
--
I Corinthians 1:10 Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all agree and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be made complete in the same mind and in the same judgment.
--
I.      The Exhortation is by the Name of Our Lord Jesus Christ
--
II.      Be United
        A.   You all agree
        B.   There be no divisions
        C.   Be made complete in the same mind
        D.   Be made complete in the same judgment
--
I Corinthians 1:11 For I have been informed concerning you, my brethren, by Chloe’s people, that there are quarrels among you. 
--
III.	Avoid Quarrels
--
James 4:1-2 What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you? Is not the source your pleasures that wage war in your members? You lust and do not have; so you commit murder. You are envious and cannot obtain; so you fight and quarrel.
--
I Corinthians 1:12-13 Now I mean this, that each one of you is saying, “I am of Paul,” and “I of Apollos,” and “I of Cephas,” and “I of Christ.” Has Christ been divided? Paul was not crucified for you, was he? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?
--
I Corinthians 1:14-15 I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, so that no one would say you were baptized in my name.
--
IV.	Avoid Prestige, Esteem, Status, Reputation
--
I Corinthians 1:17 For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not in cleverness of speech, so that the cross of Christ would not be made void.
--
I Corinthians 1:27 but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong
--
V.	Instead, Embrace the True Nature of the Gospel: Humble, Lowly, Debasing, Undignified 
--

Announcements: Annie Armstrong, Work Day, Jay's study, young couple's class, deacon ordination, change in service times and service structures - 7:17 will move up 30 minutes to allow families with kids to get home sooner and the Sunday night bible studies will move up 30 minutes as well.  We are also moving some classes around to provide for more room for bible study on Sunday mornings
May 25 - Student led Sunday



June 1: I Corinthians 1:18-25
The Centrality of the Cross: A Study in 1 Corinthians 
The Message of the Cross, I Corinthians 1:18-25
I.	What is the message of the cross?
	A.	It is the central message of the person and life of Christ
	B.	It is the central message of the New Testament
	C.	It is consistent with the message of God from the 				beginning
	D.	Jesus Christ, the Son of God, humbled Himself by becoming sin, weakness, death, suffering, impoverished, rejected and judged so that we could become pure, strong, everlasting, joyful, rich, received and righteous in Christ.
II.	How do people respond to this message?
	A.	Dismiss it as foolishness
	B.	Embrace it as the power of God to save
III.	Why do some reject this message?
	A.	It is a stumbling block
	B.	It is foolishness
IV.	Why does God use the cross as His means of saving?
	A.	It shows the wisdom of God: foolishness becomes 				wisdom
	B.	It reflects the strength of God: weakness becomes strength
	C.	In short, in the cross God takes the foolish and weak to 			display His wisdom and strength


--
The Centrality of the Cross: A Study in 1 Corinthians 




The Message of the Cross, I Corinthians 1:18-25
--
Painting by Holman Hunt, The Shadow of the Cross
--
Today, the most identifiable symbol of Christianity is the cross - Saint Paul's Cathedral, the Notre Dame, Westminster Abbey
--
The symbol of the early church was the fish, ICHTHYS - Jesus Christ Son of God, Savior
--
Picture of early Christian funeral inscription
--
I Corinthians 1:17 For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not in cleverness of speech, so that the cross of Christ would not be made void.
--
I Corinthians 1:18 For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.
--
I.     What is the message of the cross?
       A.   It is the central message of the person and life of Christ
--
Luke 2:34-35 And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary His mother, “Behold, this Child is appointed for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and for a sign to be opposed— and a sword will pierce even your own soul—to the end that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.”
--
Matthew 16:21 From that time Jesus began to show His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised up on the third day.
--
Mark 10:45 "For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many."
--
Matthew 26:26-28 Jesus took some bread, and after a blessing, He broke it and gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is My body.” And when He had taken a cup and given thanks, He gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; for this is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for forgiveness of sins.
--
Luke 18:31-33 Then He took the twelve aside and said to them, “Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and all things which are written through the prophets about the Son of Man will be accomplished. For He will be handed over to the Gentiles, and will be mocked and mistreated and spit upon, and after they have scourged Him, they will kill Him; and the third day He will rise again.”
--
John 12:32-33 And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to Myself.” But He was saying this to indicate the kind of death by which He was to die.
--
The fact that a cross became the Christian symbol, and that Christians stubbornly refused, in spite of the ridicule, to discard it in favor of something less offensive, can have only one explanation.  It means that the centrality of the cross originated in the mind of Jesus himself.  John Stott
--
Matthew 26-27
Mark 14-15
Luke 22-23
John 18-19
--
       B.   It is the central message of the New Testament
--
Acts 2:22-23 “Men of Israel, listen...Jesus the Nazarene, a man attested to you by God with miracles and wonders and signs which God performed through Him in your midst, just as you yourselves know— this Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death.
--
Acts 3:14-15 "But you disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, but put to death the Prince of life, the one whom God raised from the dead, a fact to which we are witnesses."
--
Acts 4:9-10 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers and elders of the people, if we are on trial today for a benefit done to a sick man, as to how this man has been made well, let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead"
--
Acts 5:27-30  The high priest questioned them, saying, “We gave you strict orders not to continue teaching in this name, and yet, you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and intend to bring this man’s blood upon us.” But Peter...answered, “We must obey God rather than men. The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom you had put to death by hanging Him on a cross."
--
Acts 7:51-52 “You men who are stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears are always resisting the Holy Spirit; you are doing just as your fathers did. Which one of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? They killed those who had previously announced the coming of the Righteous One, whose betrayers and murderers you have now become;
--
Acts 8:32-35 ...he was reading this: “HE WAS LED AS A SHEEP TO SLAUGHTER; AND AS A LAMB BEFORE ITS SHEARER IS SILENT, SO HE DOES NOT OPEN HIS MOUTH. “IN HUMILIATION HIS JUDGMENT WAS TAKEN AWAY; WHO WILL RELATE HIS GENERATION? FOR HIS LIFE IS REMOVED FROM THE EARTH.”...Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning from this Scripture he preached Jesus to him.
--
Acts 10:38-40 You know of Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with power, and how He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.  We are witnesses of all the things He did both in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They also put Him to death by hanging Him on a cross. God raised Him up on the third day...
--
Acts 13:26-30 “...to us the message of this salvation has been sent...and though they found no ground for putting Him to death, they asked Pilate that He be executed. When they had carried out all that was written concerning Him, they took Him down from the cross and laid Him in a tomb. But God raised Him from the dead;
--
I Corinthians 2:1-2 And when I came to you, brethren, I did not come with superiority of speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to you the testimony of God. For I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.
--
       C.   It is consistent with the message of God from the beginning
--
I Corinthians 1:19 For it is written, “I WILL DESTROY THE WISDOM OF THE WISE, AND THE CLEVERNESS OF THE CLEVER I WILL SET ASIDE.”
--
       D.   Jesus Christ, the Son of God, humbled Himself by becoming sin, weakness, death, pain, impoverished, rejected and judged so that we could become pure, strong, everlasting, joyful, rich, received and righteous in Christ.
--
II.	How do people respond to this message?
       A.   Dismiss it as foolishness
       B.   Embrace it as the power of God to save
--
I Corinthians 1:18 For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.
--
Picture of the crucified donkey "Alex worships his God"
--
I Corinthians 1:20  Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?
--
I Corinthians 1:21 For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not come to know God, God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe.
--
III.	Why do some reject this message?
--
	A.	It is a stumbling block
	B.	It is foolishness
--
I Corinthians 1:22-23 For indeed Jews ask for signs and Greeks search for wisdom; but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness
--
IV.	Why does God use the cross as His means of saving?
--
       A.   It shows the wisdom of God: foolishness becomes wisdom
       B.   It reflects the strength of God: weakness becomes strength
--
I Corinthians 1:24-25 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.
--
       C.   In short, in the cross God takes the foolish and weak to display His wisdom and strength
--


June 8: I Corinthians 1:18-25
The Centrality of the Cross: A Study in 1 Corinthians 
The Message of the Cross, I Corinthians 1:18-25, Part 2
I.	What is the message of the cross?
	A.	It is the central message of the person and life of Christ
	B.	It is the central message of the New Testament
	C.	It is consistent with the message of God from the 				beginning
	D.	Jesus Christ, the Son of God, humbled Himself by becoming sin, weakness, death, suffering, impoverished, rejected and judged so that we could become pure, strong, everlasting, joyful, rich, received and righteous in Christ.
II.	How do people respond to this message?
	A.	Dismiss it as foolishness
	B.	Embrace it as the power of God to save
III.	Why do some reject this message?
	A.	It is a stumbling block
	B.	It is foolishness
IV.	Why does God use the cross as His means of saving?
	A.	It shows the wisdom of God: foolishness becomes 				wisdom
	B.	It reflects the strength of God: weakness becomes strength
	C.	In short, in the cross God takes the foolish and weak to 			display His wisdom and strength


--
The Centrality of the Cross: A Study in 1 Corinthians 




The Message of the Cross, I Corinthians 1:18-25, Part 2
--
I Corinthians 1:18 For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.
--
I.     What is the message of the cross?
--
Luke 24:25-27 He said to them, “O foolish men and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken! Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to enter into His glory?” Then beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures.
--
       A.   It is the central message of the person and life of Christ
--
       B.   It is the central message of the New Testament
--
       C.   It is consistent with the message of God from the beginning
--
       D.   Jesus Christ, the Son of God, humbled Himself by becoming sin, weakness, death, pain, impoverished, rejected and judged so that we could become pure, strong, everlasting, joyful, rich, received and righteous in Christ.
--
II.	How do people respond to this message?
--
I Corinthians 1:18 For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.
--
I Corinthians 1:19 For it is written, “I WILL DESTROY THE WISDOM OF THE WISE, AND THE CLEVERNESS OF THE CLEVER I WILL SET ASIDE.”
--
I Corinthians 1:20  Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?
--
I Corinthians 1:21 For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not come to know God, God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe.
--
       A.   Dismiss it as foolishness
       B.   Embrace it as the power of God to save
--
III.	Why do some reject this message?
--
I Corinthians 1:22-23 For indeed Jews ask for signs and Greeks search for wisdom; but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness
--
	A.	It is a stumbling block
--
Matthew 21:42 Jesus said to them, “Did you never read in the Scriptures, ‘THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS REJECTED, THIS BECAME THE CHIEF CORNER stone; THIS CAME ABOUT FROM THE LORD, AND IT IS MARVELOUS IN OUR EYES’?
--
Matthew 21:43-44 Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people, producing the fruit of it. And he who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; but on whomever it falls, it will scatter him like dust.”
--
Picture of outer wall of the temple mount.
--
I Peter 2:6-8 For this is contained in Scripture: “BEHOLD, I LAY IN ZION A CHOICE STONE, A PRECIOUS CORNER stone, AND HE WHO BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED.”
--
I Peter 2:7-8 This precious value, then, is for you who believe; but for those who disbelieve, “THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS REJECTED, THIS BECAME THE VERY CORNER stone,” and, “A STONE OF STUMBLING AND A ROCK OF OFFENSE”; for they stumble because they are disobedient to the word, and to this doom they were also appointed.
--
Romans 9:32-33 but Israel, pursuing a law of righteousness, did not arrive at that law. Why? Because they did not pursue it by faith, but as though it were by works. They stumbled over the stumbling stone, just as it is written, “BEHOLD, I LAY IN ZION A STONE OF STUMBLING AND A ROCK OF OFFENSE, AND HE WHO BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED.”
--
Isaiah 28:16 Therefore thus says the Lord GOD, “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a tested stone, A costly cornerstone for the foundation, firmly placed. He who believes in it will not be disturbed.
--
	B.	It is foolishness
--
Acts 26:23-24 that the Christ was to suffer, and that by reason of His resurrection from the dead He would be the first to proclaim light both to the Jewish people and to the Gentiles.” While Paul was saying this in his defense, Festus said in a loud voice, “Paul, you are out of your mind! Your great learning is driving you mad.”
--
Picture of the crucified donkey "Alex worships his God"
--
There is no greater division between faith and unbelief than in the respective attitudes toward the cross.  Where faith sees glory, unbelief sees disgrace.  What is foolishness to some is nevertheless the wisdom of God.  What remains a stumbling block for those who trust in themselves, proves to be the saving power of God .  John Stott
--
IV.	Why does God use the cross as His means of saving?
--
I Corinthians 1:24-25 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.
--
       A.   It shows the wisdom of God: foolishness becomes wisdom
       B.   It reflects the strength of God: weakness becomes strength
       C.   In short, in the cross God takes the foolish and weak to display His wisdom and strength
--


June 15: I Corinthians 1:26-31
The Centrality of the Cross: A Study in 1 Corinthians 
Consider Your Calling, I Corinthians 1:26-31

I.	The Context of I Corinthians 1:26-31
I Corinthians 1:24-25 " to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.   Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men."
II.	The Proof of Paul's Claim in I Corinthians 1:24-25 Found in I 	Corinthians 1:26-31
	A.	For consider our calling: we were not chosen because of our 			impressive credentials - smart, strong, of nobility
	B.	Because God loves taking the rejected by this world to work out 		His plan (one of the central messages of the cross)
	C.	God's plan shames and removes the pervasive pride of humanity
	D.	God's plan comes by His work in Christ Jesus
	E.	So that all boasting will be in God



--
The Centrality of the Cross: A Study in 1 Corinthians 




Consider Your Calling, I Corinthians 1:26-31
--
I.    The Context of I Corinthians 1:26-31
--
I Corinthians 1:24-25 " to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.   Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men."
--
II.   The Proof of Paul's Claim in I Corinthians 1:24-25 Found in I Corinthians 1:26-31
--
   A. For consider our calling: we were not chosen because of our impressive credentials - smart, strong, of nobility, I Corinthians 1:26
--
I Corinthians 1:26 For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble; 
--
   B. Because God loves taking the rejected by this world to work out His plan (one of the central messages of the cross)
--
I Corinthians 1:27-28 but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong, and the base things of the world and the despised God has chosen, the things that are not, so that He may nullify the things that are
--
Voice of the Martyrs Video
--
Jeremiah 4:3 For thus says the LORD to the men of Judah and to Jerusalem, “Break up your fallow ground, and do not sow among thorns."
--
Acts 14:21-22 After they had preached the gospel to that city and had made many disciples, they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch, strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying, “Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.”
--
   C. God's plan shames and removes the pervasive pride of humanity, I Corinthians 1:29
--
I Corinthians 1:29 so that no man may boast before God.
--
   D. God's plan comes by His work in Christ Jesus, I Corinthians 1:30
--
I Corinthians 1:30 But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption,
--
   E. So that all boasting will be in God, I Corinthians 1:31
--
I Corinthians 1:31 so that, just as it is written, “LET HIM WHO BOASTS, BOAST IN THE LORD.”
--


June 22: I Corinthians 2:1-5
The Centrality of the Cross: A Study in 1 Corinthians 
Consider Our Weakness, I Corinthians 2:1-5

I.	Context: 
	A.	Consider the Cross, I Corinthians 1:18-25
	B.	Consider Your Calling, I Corinthians 1:26-31
II.	Now Consider Our Ministry, I Corinthians 2:1-4
	A.	Not based on our speech or intellect
	B.	Instead, based on the testimony of God
	C.	So that you would know Jesus Christ and Him crucified
	D.	The messenger preached in weakness and fear
	E.	The message preached was in power and by the work of the 			Spirit
III.	Because Saving Faith Comes through the Power of God, I Corinthians 	2:5




--
The Centrality of the Cross: A Study in 1 Corinthians 
Consider Our Weakness, I Corinthians 2:1-5
--
I.   Context: 
--
I Corinthians 1:18 For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.
--
   A.  Consider the Cross, I Corinthians 1:18-25
--
I Corinthians 1:26 For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble; 
--
   B.  Consider Your Calling, I Corinthians 1:26-31
--
II.  Now Consider Our Ministry, I Corinthians 2:1-4
--
I Corinthians 2:1 And when I came to you, brethren, I did not come with superiority of speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to you the testimony of God.
--
   A.  Not based on our speech or intellect
   B.  Instead, based on the testimony of God
--
Two things they were wanting from Paul in Corinth.  1. Some impressive miracles or signs such as healing or speaking in tongues to impress the sightseeing public or 2. Some impressive philosophy or wisdom to impress the educated.  It wouldn't give either so he was maligned.  
--
However, Paul's great concern was the Gospel.  If people came to hear him and received what he said on the basis of his cleverness, then the next time a eloquent speaker came along, they would follow that person.  
--
If people came to be followers of Paul's abilities at miraculous signs, then as soon as Paul left the signs would diminish and the followers would go after some other form of entertainment.  This is Paul's great concern with this.  Preaching Christ and Him crucified prevents false security and false conversions.  
--
There is a peculiar aspect of pastoral ministry and in particular of preaching itself as to constantly battle in my own heart the desire to be impressive instead of being Christ exalting.  Thinking that maybe if they are impressed they will believe all the while preaching about a Christ who humbled Himself to the point of death on a cross.  
--
Alister Begg's story of going to the candy counter while on his way to a choir concert.  Lady behind the counter, "Sonny, flattery is like perfume, sniff it.  Don't swallow it."
--
In pastoral ministry, discount the high end and the low end.  There are people who will tell you that you are fantastic and there are people who will remind you of everything that makes you an ineffective preacher.  
--
I Corinthians 2:2 For I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.
--
There is great temptation within the church to love the theology of Christ more than Christ Himself.  To love the ministry of Christ more than Christ Himself.  To enjoy the fellowship of the church of Christ more than Christ Himself.  To love the eternal heaven of Christ more than Christ Himself.  There is within our hearts a subtle idolatry that can occur where in small steps not huge leaps away from the centrality of Jesus Christ and His death on the cross, that we can find ourselves worshiping something other than Jesus Christ and Him crucified.
--
Philippians 3:8-10 ...I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ....that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings...
--
   C.  So that you would know Jesus Christ and Him crucified
--
I Corinthians 2:3-4 I was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling, and my message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power
--
   D.  The messenger preached in weakness and fear
   E.  The message preached was in power and by the work of the Spirit
--
I Corinthians 2:5 so that your faith would not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power of God.
--
III. Because Saving Faith Comes through the Power of God, I Corinthians 2:5
--
“The gospel is preached in the ears of all; yet it only comes with power to some. The power that is in the gospel does not reside in the eloquence of the preacher otherwise preachers would be the converters of souls. Nor does it reside in the preacher’s learning; otherwise it could consists of the wisdom of humanity. 
--
We might preach till our tongues rot, till we should exhaust our lungs and die, but never would a soul be converted unless there were mysterious power going with the preaching – the Holy Spirit changing the will of a person. We might as well preach to stone walls as to preach to humanity unless the Holy Spirit be with the word, to give it power to convert the soul.” Spurgeon


June 29: I Corinthians 2:6-9
The Centrality of the Cross: A Study in 1 Corinthians 
Godly Wisdom, I Corinthians 2:6-14, Part 1 and 2

Wisdom: 
	Human Wisdom: using knowledge, education, and personal experience to determine truth.
	Godly Wisdom: using divine wisdom as disclosed in the Bible, especially as understood in Jesus Christ, to understand truth.  
I.	Godly Wisdom Does Exist, I Corinthians 2:6-7
	A.	Not the wisdom of this age, not a wisdom from human rulers
	B.	But a wisdom that is from God, an eternal wisdom
II. 	Godly Wisdom Perplexes Human Rulers, I Corinthians 2:8-9
III.	Godly Wisdom Requires Divine Revelation for Understanding, I Corinthians 2:10-13
IV.	Godly Wisdom Perplexes Unbelievers, I Corinthians 2:14
V.	Godly Wisdom Gives Profound Insight to Believers, I Corinthians 2:15-16



--
The Centrality of the Cross: A Study in 1 Corinthians 
Godly Wisdom, I Corinthians 2:6-14, Part 1 and 2
--
I Corinthians 1:21 For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not come to know God, God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe.
--
I Corinthians 1:24-25 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.
--
I Corinthians 1:30-31 But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption, so that, just as it is written, “LET HIM WHO BOASTS, BOAST IN THE LORD.”
--
Human Wisdom-using knowledge, education, and personal experience to determine truth.
--
Godly Wisdom: using divine wisdom as disclosed in the Bible, especially as understood in Jesus Christ, to understand truth.  
--
I Corinthians 2:6-7 Yet we do speak wisdom among those who are mature; a wisdom, however, not of this age nor of the rulers of this age, who are passing away; but we speak God’s wisdom in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God predestined before the ages to our glory;
--
I.    Godly Wisdom Does Exist, I Corinthians 2:6-7
   A.  Not the wisdom of this age, not a wisdom from human rulers
   B.  But a wisdom that is from God, an eternal wisdom
--
I Corinthians 2:8 the wisdom which none of the rulers of this age has understood; for if they had understood it they would not have crucified the Lord of glory;
--
Ephesians 6:12  For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.
--
C.S. Lewis' Chronicles of Narnia, The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe
--
Matthew 8:29 And they cried out, saying, “What business do we have with each other, Son of God? Have You come here to torment us before the time?”
--
Matthew 27:18-20 For he knew that because of envy they had handed Him over. While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent him a message, saying, “Have nothing to do with that righteous Man; for last night I suffered greatly in a dream because of Him.” But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to put Jesus to death.
--
I Corinthians 2:8 the wisdom which none of the rulers of this age has understood; for if they had understood it they would not have crucified the Lord of glory;
--
I Corinthians 2:9 but just as it is written, “THINGS WHICH EYE HAS NOT SEEN AND EAR HAS NOT HEARD, AND which HAVE NOT ENTERED THE HEART OF MAN, ALL THAT GOD HAS PREPARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM.”
--
II.   Godly Wisdom Perplexes Human Rulers, I Corinthians 2:8-9
--
I Corinthians 2:10 For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God.
--
Matt Chandler Video
--
I Corinthians 2:10 For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God.
--
III.	Godly Wisdom Requires Divine Revelation for Understanding, I Corinthians 2:10-13
--



July 6: I Corinthians 2:6-16, Part 2
I Corinthians 2:6-9
The Centrality of the Cross: A Study in 1 Corinthians 
Godly Wisdom, I Corinthians 2:6-14, Part 1 and 2

Wisdom: 
	Human Wisdom: using knowledge, education, and personal experience to determine truth.
	Godly Wisdom: using divine wisdom as disclosed in the Bible, especially as understood in Jesus Christ, to understand truth.  
I.	Godly Wisdom Does Exist, I Corinthians 2:6-7
	A.	Not the wisdom of this age, not a wisdom from human rulers
	B.	But a wisdom that is from God, an eternal wisdom
II. 	Godly Wisdom Perplexes Human Rulers, I Corinthians 2:8-9
III.	Godly Wisdom Requires Divine Revelation for Understanding, I Corinthians 2:10-13
IV.	Godly Wisdom Perplexes Unbelievers, I Corinthians 2:14
V.	Godly Wisdom Gives Profound Insight to Believers, I Corinthians 2:15-16


--
The Centrality of the Cross: A Study in 1 Corinthians 
Godly Wisdom, I Corinthians 2:6-14, Part 2
--
Human Wisdom-using knowledge, education, and personal experience to determine truth.
--
Godly Wisdom: using divine wisdom as disclosed in the Bible, especially as understood in Jesus Christ, to understand truth.  
--
I Corinthians 2:6-7 Yet we do speak wisdom among those who are mature; a wisdom, however, not of this age nor of the rulers of this age, who are passing away; but we speak God’s wisdom in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God predestined before the ages to our glory;
--
I.    Godly Wisdom Does Exist, I Corinthians 2:6-7
   A.  Not the wisdom of this age, not a wisdom from human rulers
   B.  But a wisdom that is from God, an eternal wisdom
--
I Corinthians 2:8 the wisdom which none of the rulers of this age has understood; for if they had understood it they would not have crucified the Lord of glory;
--
“The gospel is preached in the ears of all; yet it only comes with power to some. The power that is in the gospel does not reside in the eloquence of the preacher otherwise preachers would be the converters of souls. Nor does it reside in the preacher’s learning; otherwise it could consists of the wisdom of humanity. 
--
We might preach till our tongues rot, till we should exhaust our lungs and die, but never would a soul be converted unless there were a mysterious power going with the preaching – the Holy Spirit changing the will of a person. We might as well preach to stone walls as to preach to humanity unless the Holy Spirit be with the word, to give it power to convert the soul.” Spurgeon
--
Billy Graham illustration of the drunken man on a flight a few rows up from Billy Graham.  "I'm one of his converts."  Billy Graham responded by saying, "obviously he was one of my converts and not one of God's"
--
I Corinthians 2:9 but just as it is written, “THINGS WHICH EYE HAS NOT SEEN AND EAR HAS NOT HEARD, AND which HAVE NOT ENTERED THE HEART OF MAN, ALL THAT GOD HAS PREPARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM.”
--
II.   Godly Wisdom Perplexes Human Rulers, I Corinthians 2:8-9
--
"Suppose that we could speak with an embryo in his mother's womb and that you would tell him that the embryonic life is only a short one after which follows a real, long life.  What would the embryo answer?  He would say to us that the life in the mother's womb is the only one and that everything else is religious foolishness.  
--
But if the embryo could think, he would say to himself, 'Here arms grow on me.  I do not need them.  I cannot even stretch them.  Why do they grow?  Perhaps they grow for a future stage of my existence, in which I will have to work with them.  
--
Legs grow, but I have to keep them bent toward my chest.  Why do they grow?  Probably life in a larger world follows, where I will have to walk.  Eyes grow, although I am surrounded by perfect darkness and don't need them.  Why do I have eyes?  Probably a world with light and colors will follow.'"
--
"So, if the embryo would reflect on his own development, he would know about a life outside of his mother's womb, without having seen it.  It is the same with us.  As long as we are young, we have vigor, but no mind to use it properly.  
--
When, with the years, we have grown in knowledge and wisdom, the hearse waits to take us to the grave.  Why was it necessary to grow in a knowledge and wisdom that we can use no more?  Why do arms, legs and eyes grow on an embryo?  It is for what follows.  
--
So it is with us here.  We grow here in experience, knowledge, and wisdom for what follows.  We are prepared to serve on a higher level that follows death."  From Tortured for Christ by Richard Wurmbrand 
--
Matt Chandler Video
--
I Corinthians 2:9 but just as it is written, “THINGS WHICH EYE HAS NOT SEEN AND EAR HAS NOT HEARD, AND which HAVE NOT ENTERED THE HEART OF MAN, ALL THAT GOD HAS PREPARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM.”
--
I Corinthians 2:10 For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God.
--
I Corinthians 2:11 For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so the thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit of God.
--
I Corinthians 2:12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may know the things freely given to us by God
--
I Corinthians 2:13 which things we also speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words.
--
I Corinthians 2:10 For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God.
--
III.	Godly Wisdom Requires Divine Revelation for Understanding, I Corinthians 2:10-13
--
John 16:13-14 But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come. He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you.
--
John 16:15 All things that the Father has are Mine; therefore I said that He takes of Mine and will disclose it to you.
--
Romans 8:9 However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him.
--


July 13: I Corinthians 2:6-16, Part 3
The Centrality of the Cross: A Study in 1 Corinthians 
Godly Wisdom, I Corinthians 2:6-14, 

Wisdom: 
	Human Wisdom: using knowledge, education, and personal experience to determine truth.
	Godly Wisdom: using divine wisdom as disclosed in the Bible, especially as understood in Jesus Christ, to understand truth.  
I.	Godly Wisdom Does Exist, I Corinthians 2:6-7
	A.	Not the wisdom of this age, not a wisdom from human rulers
	B.	But a wisdom that is from God, an eternal wisdom
II. 	Godly Wisdom Perplexes Human Rulers, I Corinthians 2:8-9
III.	Godly Wisdom Requires Divine Revelation for Understanding, I Corinthians 2:10-13
IV.	Godly Wisdom Perplexes Unbelievers, I Corinthians 2:14
V.	Godly Wisdom Gives Profound Insight to Believers, I Corinthians 2:15-16


--
The Centrality of the Cross: A Study in 1 Corinthians 
Godly Wisdom, I Corinthians 2:6-14, Part 3
--
I Corinthians 2:1-2 And when I came to you, brethren, I did not come with superiority of speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to you the testimony of God. For I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.
--
Human Wisdom-using knowledge, education, and personal experience to determine truth.
--
Godly Wisdom: using divine wisdom as disclosed in the Bible, especially as understood in Jesus Christ, to understand truth.  
--
I Corinthians 2:12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may know the things freely given to us by God
--
I Corinthians 2:13 which things we also speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words.
--
IV.  Godly Wisdom Perplexes Unbelievers, I Corinthians 2:14
--
I Corinthians 2:14 But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.
--
John 3:2-3 “Rabbi, we know that You have come from God as a teacher; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him.” Jesus answered and said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.”
--
John 3:6-7 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be amazed that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’
--
John 14:16-17 I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever; that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you.
--
Romans 8:9 However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him.
--
Music and Math examples
--
Matt Chandler Video
--
I Corinthians 2:14 But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.
--
V.   Godly Wisdom Gives Profound Insight to Believers, I Corinthians 2:15-16
--
I Corinthians 2:1-2 And when I came to you, brethren, I did not come with superiority of speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to you the testimony of God. For I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.
--
I Corinthians 2:9-10 just as it is written, “THINGS WHICH EYE HAS NOT SEEN AND EAR HAS NOT HEARD, AND which HAVE NOT ENTERED THE HEART OF MAN, ALL THAT GOD HAS PREPARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM.” For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God.
--
I Corinthians 2:15-16 But he who is spiritual appraises all things, yet he himself is appraised by no one. For WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, THAT HE WILL INSTRUCT HIM? But we have the mind of Christ.
--


July 20: I Corinthians 2:6-16, Part 4
The Centrality of the Cross: A Study in 1 Corinthians 
We Have the Mind of Christ, I Corinthians 2:14-16 

I.	The One Who is Spiritual: Believers in Christ, I Corinthians 2:10
II.	Appraising and Being Appraised
	A.	"Appraise" - To investigate, to evaluate content and worth (See 		Acts 17:11 and I Corinthians 4:3)
	B.	Spiritual individuals appraise spiritual words because of the 			Spirit of God within them
	C.	Spiritual individuals do not need others to appraise them 				because they have been appraised by God 
III.	The Old Testament Usage in I Corinthians 2:6-16
	A.	Quotations from Isaiah as Israel struggles to discern what in the 		world God is doing
	B.	The lack of knowledge in Isaiah's day is contrasted with the 			knowledge of the believer in Jesus Christ, I Corinthians 2:9-10 			and I Corinthians 2:15-16
IV.	 We Have the Mind of Christ
	A.	Connected to Receiving Christ as the Wisdom and Power of God, 		I Corinthians 1:24-25
	B.	Not the wisdom of humans, I Corinthians 2:5-6
	C.	But the wisdom that comes from God, I Corinthians 2:7
	D.	The wisdom concerning Christ which comes from the Spirit, I Corinthians 2:10-12
	E.	The wisdom that is not received by people in their natural thinking, I Corinthians 2:14
	F.	The mind of Christ has supernatural given wisdom which comes by the work of the Spirit, I Corinthians 2:15
	G.	The mind of Christ is possessed by a believer who has right thinking about and clear understanding of God's plan to save us through faith in His Son, Jesus Christ and Him crucified as revealed by the Spirit of God



--
The Centrality of the Cross: A Study in 1 Corinthians 
We Have the Mind of Christ, I Corinthians 2:14-16
--
I Corinthians 2:14 But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.
--
I Corinthians 2:15-16  But he who is spiritual appraises all things, yet he himself is appraised by no one. For WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, THAT HE WILL INSTRUCT HIM? But we have the mind of Christ.
--
I.    The One Who is Spiritual: A Believer in Christ, I Corinthians 2:10
--
II.   Appraising and Being Appraised
--
   A. "Appraise" - To investigate, to evaluate content and worth (See Acts 17:11 and I Corinthians 4:3)
--
Acts 17:11 Now these were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, for they received the word with great eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see whether these things were so.
--
I Corinthians 4:3 But to me it is a very small thing that I may be examined by you, or by any human court; in fact, I do not even examine myself.
--
   B. Spiritual individuals appraise spiritual words because of the Spirit of God within them
--
I Corinthians 2:10 For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God.
--
   C. Spiritual individuals do not need others to appraise them because they have been appraised by God 
--
I Corinthians 4:4 For I am conscious of nothing against myself, yet I am not by this acquitted; but the one who examines me is the Lord.
--
III.  The Old Testament Usage in I Corinthians 2:6-16
--
   A. Quotations from Isaiah as Israel struggles to discern what in the world God is doing
--
I Corinthians 2:9 but just as it is written, “THINGS WHICH EYE HAS NOT SEEN AND EAR HAS NOT HEARD, AND which HAVE NOT ENTERED THE HEART OF MAN, ALL THAT GOD HAS PREPARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM.”
--
Isaiah 64:1-3 Oh, that You would rend the heavens and come down, That the mountains might quake at Your presence...When You did awesome things which we did not expect, You came down, the mountains quaked at Your presence.
--
I Corinthians 2:16 For WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, THAT HE WILL INSTRUCT HIM?
--
Isaiah 40:27-28 Why do you say, O Jacob, and assert, O Israel, “My way is hidden from the LORD, and the justice due me escapes the notice of my God”? Do you not know? The Everlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth does not become weary or tired. His understanding is inscrutable.
--
   B. The lack of knowledge in Isaiah's day is contrasted with the knowledge of the believer in Jesus Christ, I Corinthians 2:9-10 and I Corinthians 2:15-16
--
IV.   We Have the Mind of Christ
   A. Connected to Receiving Christ as the Wisdom and Power of God, I Corinthians 1:24-25
--
I Corinthians 1:24-25 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.
--
   B. Not the wisdom of humans, I Corinthians 2:5-6
--
I Corinthians 2:6 Yet we do speak wisdom among those who are mature; a wisdom, however, not of this age nor of the rulers of this age, who are passing away; 
--
   C. But the wisdom that comes from God, I Corinthians 2:7
--
I Corinthians 2:7 but we speak God’s wisdom in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God predestined before the ages to our glory
--
   D. The wisdom concerning Christ which comes from the Spirit, I Corinthians 2:10-12
--
I Corinthians 2:12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may know the things freely given to us by God
--
   E. The wisdom that is not received by people in their natural thinking, I Corinthians 2:14
--
I Corinthians 2:14 But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.
--
   F. The mind of Christ has supernatural given wisdom which comes by the work of the Spirit, I Corinthians 2:15
--
I Corinthians 2:15 But he who is spiritual appraises all things, yet he himself is appraised by no one. 
--
   G. The mind of Christ is possessed by a believer who has right thinking about and clear understanding of God's plan to save us through faith in His Son, Jesus Christ and Him crucified as revealed by the Spirit of God
--
I Corinthians 2:15-16 For WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, THAT HE WILL INSTRUCT HIM? But we have the mind of Christ.
--
Philippians 2:5-7 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.
--
Philippians 2:8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.
--
Colossians 3:2-3 Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth. For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God.
--
I Corinthians 2:15-16 For WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, THAT HE WILL INSTRUCT HIM? But we have the mind of Christ.
--






July 27: I Corinthians 3:1-8
The Centrality of the Cross: A Study in 1 Corinthians 
Measuring Spiritual Maturity and Spiritual Growth, 
I Corinthians 3:1-8
I.	Fleshly Maturity and Spiritual Infancy, I Corinthians 3:1-5
	A.	Milk versus solid food: Fleshly versus spiritual
	B.	Spiritual milk to address fleshly issues 
	C.	Jealousy and strife over earthly leaders reflects spiritual immaturity
II.	Planting, Watering and Growth: The Church as a Plant, I Corinthians 3:6-8
	A.	Paul planted - evangelized, taught, and organized the first believers
	B.	Apollos watered - nurtured and cultivated growth in the church
	C.	Neither Paul nor Apollos nor any other earthly leader deserves credit
	D.	Ultimately, God caused the growth so that all glory goes to God



--
The Centrality of the Cross: A Study in 1 Corinthians 
Measuring Spiritual Maturity and Spiritual Growth, 
I Corinthians 3:1-8
--
I.   Fleshly Maturity and Spiritual Infancy, I Corinthians 3:1-5
--
A.  Milk versus solid food: Fleshly versus spiritual
--
I Corinthians 3:1And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual men, but as to men of flesh, as to infants in Christ.
--
I Corinthians 14:20 Brethren, do not be children in your thinking; yet in evil be infants, but in your thinking be mature.
--
Hebrews 5:11-12 ...you have become dull of hearing. For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary principles of the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food.
--
I Corinthians 3:1And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual men, but as to men of flesh, as to infants in Christ.
--
Hebrews 5:13-14 For everyone who partakes only of milk is not accustomed to the word of righteousness, for he is an infant. But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil.
--
Ephesians 4:11 And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers,
--
Ephesians 4:12-13 for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.
--
Ephesians 4:14-15 As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming; but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ,
--
Ephesians 4:16 from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.
--
I Corinthians 3:2-3 I gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not yet able to receive it. Indeed, even now you are not yet able, for you are still fleshly... 
--
B.  Spiritual milk to address fleshly issues 
C.  Jealousy and strife over earthly leaders reflects spiritual immaturity
--
I Peter 2:1-2 Therefore, putting aside all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander, like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation,
--
I Corinthians 2:3 For since there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not fleshly, and are you not walking like mere men?
--
Galatians 5:19-21 Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions...
--
I Corinthians 2:4-5 For when one says, “I am of Paul,” and another, “I am of Apollos,” are you not mere men? What then is Apollos? And what is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, even as the Lord gave opportunity to each one.
--
I Corinthians 2:6-7 I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing the growth. So then neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but God who causes the growth.
--
II.  Planting, Watering and Growth: The Church as a Plant, I Corinthians 3:6-8
A.  Paul planted - evangelized, taught, and organized the first believers
B.  Apollos watered - nurtured and cultivated growth in the church
C.  Neither Paul nor Apollos nor any other earthly leader deserves credit
D.  Ultimately, God caused the growth so that all glory goes to God
--
I Corinthians 2:8 Now he who plants and he who waters are one; but each will receive his own reward according to his own labor.
--


Phil's Sermons
August 3: I Corinthians 3:9-15
August 10: I Corinthians 3:16-17


August 17: I Corinthians 3:16-23
The Centrality of the Cross: A Study in 1 Corinthians 
Foolishness and Wisdom in the Service of the Church, I Corinthians 3:16-23
Background, Ministry that is tested with fire,  I Corinthians 3:9-15
I.	The Spirit of God Dwells in You, I Corinthians 3:16
	A.	"You" - Meaning the Church 
	B.	Later is a reference to the individual, I Corinthians 6:19
II.	Destructive Leadership, I Corinthians 3:17
	Warning of Judgment for Leaders that Harm the Church, I 	Corinthians 3:17
III.	Foolishness and Wisdom in the Service of the Church, I Corinthians 3:18-		23
	A.	Foolishness comes from worldly wisdom and is self-deceiving
	B.	Humility, teachability, and dependence on God and His revealed wisdom are essential to the Christian life
	C.	Divine wisdom comes from God and is God honoring








--
The Centrality of the Cross: A Study in 1 Corinthians 
Foolishness and Wisdom in the Service of the Church, I Corinthians 3:16-23
--
Background, Ministry that is tested with fire,  I Corinthians 3:9-15
--
I Corinthians 3:1-2 And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual men, but as to men of flesh, as to infants in Christ. I gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not yet able to receive it. Indeed, even now you are not yet able
--
I Corinthians 3:5-6 What then is Apollos? And what is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, even as the Lord gave opportunity to each one. I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing the growth.
--
I Corinthians 3:9  For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, God’s building.
--
I Corinthians 3:14-15 If any man’s work which he has built on it remains, he will receive a reward. If any man’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.
--
I Corinthians 3:16  Do you not know that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? 
--
I.	The Spirit of God Dwells in You, I Corinthians 3:16
	A.	"You" - Meaning the Church 
	B.	Later is a reference to the individual, I Corinthians 6:19
--
I Corinthians 3:17 If any man destroys the temple of God, God will destroy him, for the temple of God is holy, and that is what you are.
--
II.	Destructive Leadership, I Corinthians 3:17
Warning of Judgment for Leaders that Harm the Church, I Corinthians 3:17
--
III.  Foolishness and Wisdom in the Service of the Church, I Corinthians 3:18-	23
--
I Corinthians 3:18-19 Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you thinks that he is wise in this age, he must become foolish, so that he may become wise.  For the wisdom of this world is foolishness before God.
--
   A. Foolishness comes from worldly wisdom and is self-deceiving
--
I Corinthians 3:19-21 For it is written, “He is THE ONE WHO CATCHES THE WISE IN THEIR CRAFTINESS”; and again, “THE LORD KNOWS THE REASONINGS of the wise, THAT THEY ARE USELESS.” So then let no one boast in men.
--
   B. Humility, teachability, and dependence on God and His revealed wisdom are essential to the Christian life
--
"He he knows not and knows not that he knows not is a fool, avoid him.  He that knows not and knows that he knows not is wise, teach him."
--
I Corinthians 3:21-23  For all things belong to you, whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or things present or things to come; all things belong to you, and you belong to Christ; and Christ belongs to God.
--
   C. Divine wisdom comes from God and is God honoring
--
2 Corinthians 4:5-6 For we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your bond-servants for Jesus’ sake. 6 For God, who said, “Light shall shine out of darkness,” is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.
--
Ephesians 1:9-12 He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His kind intention which He purposed in Him with a view to an administration suitable to the fullness of the times, that is, the summing up of all things in Christ, things in the heavens and things on the earth... 
--
...In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will, to the end that we who were the first to hope in Christ would be to the praise of His glory.
--
John 17:1-2 Jesus spoke these things; and lifting up His eyes to heaven, He said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify Your Son, that the Son may glorify You, even as You gave Him authority over all flesh, that to all whom You have given Him, He may give eternal life.
--
I Corinthians 3:21-23  For all things belong to you, whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or things present or things to come; all things belong to you, and you belong to Christ; and Christ belongs to God.
--
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