
A Portrait of God: Who Is God and What Is He Like? The Grace of God; Ephesians 2  

Grace: God’s unmerited favor  Grace: Giving good to someone that did not earn it and does not
deserve it.  

Common Grace: God’s favor directed toward each individual in varying degrees, for things like
food, shelter, family and friends, purpose, and   

James 1:16-17 Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers and sisters. Every good thing given
and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is
no variation or shifting shadow.  

Matthew 5:44-45 But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so
that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on the evil
and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.   

Psalm 145:8-9 The Lord is gracious and merciful; Slow to anger and great in lovingkindness.
The Lord is good to all, and His mercies are over all His works.  

Romans 2:4 Or do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and tolerance and patience, not
knowing that the kindness of God leads you to repentance?   

Saving Grace: God’s specific gift of salvation to all who believe in the Son of God, Jesus Christ
our Lord.  

Grace is similar to kindness because grace is God’s kindness toward us that we didn’t earn.  

Ephesians 2:1-2 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you formerly walked
according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit
that is now working in the sons of disobedience.  

Ephesians 2:3-4 Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the
desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest. But
God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,  

Ephesians 2:5-7 when we were dead in our wrongdoings, made us alive together with Christ (by
grace you have been saved), and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come He might show the boundless
riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.  

Ephesians 2:8-9 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and this is not of yourselves,
it is the gift of God; not a result of works, so that no one may boast.  



Though Saving Grace is free, there was a very high price.  

II Corinthians 8:9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet
for your sake He became poor, so that you through His poverty might become rich. 


