
A Portrait of God: Who Is God and What Is He Like? The Holiness of God, Isaiah 6, John 12  

Holy:  Moral purity or personal righteousness  

Holy:  Separate or unique or other  

Exodus 25:21-22 Then you shall put the atoning cover on top of the ark, and in the ark you shall
put the testimony which I will give to you. There I will meet with you; and from above the atoning
cover, from between the two cherubim which are upon the ark of the testimony, I will speak to
you about every commandment that I will give you for the sons of Israel.  

Hebrews 9:23-24 Therefore it was necessary for the copies of the things in the heavens to be
cleansed with these things, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these.
For Christ did not enter a holy place made by hands, a mere copy of the true one, but into
heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us.  

Isaiah 6:1-2 In the year of King Uzziah’s death I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty and
exalted, with the train of His robe filling the temple. Seraphim were standing above Him, each
having six wings: with two each covered his face, and with two each covered his feet, and with
two each flew.  

Isaiah 6:3-4 And one called out to another and said, “Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of armies. The
whole earth is full of His glory.” And the foundations of the thresholds trembled at the voice of
him who called out, while the temple was filling with smoke.  

Isaiah 6:5 Then I said, “Woe to me, for I am ruined! Because I am a man of unclean lips, and I
live among a people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of armies.”  

Isaiah 6:6-7 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a burning coal in his hand, which he had
taken from the altar with tongs. He touched my mouth with it and said, “Behold, this has touched
your lips; and your guilt is taken away and atonement is made for your sin.”  

Isaiah 6:8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for
Us?” Then I said, “Here am I. Send me!”   

Isaiah 6:9 And He said, “Go, and tell this people: ‘Keep on listening, but do not understand; And
keep on looking, but do not gain knowledge.’ Make the hearts of this people insensitive, their
ears dull, and their eyes blind, so that they will not see with their eyes, hear with their ears,
understand with their hearts, and return and be healed.”  

Isaiah 6:11-12 Then I said, “Lord, how long?” And He answered, “Until cities are devastated and
without inhabitant, houses are without people and the land is utterly desolate, the Lord has
completely removed people, and there are many forsaken places in the midst of the land.  



John 12:37-38 But though He had performed so many signs in their sight, they still were not
believing in Him. This happened so that the word of Isaiah the prophet which he spoke would be
fulfilled: “Lord, who has believed our report? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been
revealed?”  

Isaiah 53:1-3 Who has believed our report? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been
revealed? For He grew up before Him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground; He
has no stately form or majesty that we would look at Him, nor an appearance that we would take
pleasure in Him. He was despised and abandoned by men, a man of great pain and familiar
with sickness; And like one from whom people hide their faces, He was despised, and we had
no regard for Him.  

John 12:39-40 For this reason they could not believe, for Isaiah said again, “He has blinded
their eyes and He hardened their heart, so that they will not see with their eyes and understand
with their heart, and be converted, and so I will not heal them.”  

Isaiah 6:9 And He said, “Go, and tell this people: ‘Keep on listening, but do not understand; And
keep on looking, but do not gain knowledge.’ Make the hearts of this people insensitive, their
ears dull, And their eyes blind, So that they will not see with their eyes, Hear with their ears,
Understand with their hearts, and return and be healed.”  

John 12:41-43 These things Isaiah said because he saw His glory, and he spoke about Him.  

John 12:42-43 Nevertheless many, even of the rulers, believed in Him, but because of the
Pharisees they were not confessing Him, so that they would not be excommunicated from the
synagogue; for they loved the approval of people rather than the approval of God. 


