The Sermon on the Mount
Instructions about Money, Part 2; Matthew 6:19-34
Do Not Be Anxious

Background to the text
· Three Main Commands about money
· Store Up Treasures in Heaven
· Do Not Be Anxious
· Seek First the Kingdom of God
Exposition of Matthew 6:25-32
“For this reason” Do Not Be Anxious
I. Because we cannot serve God and wealth, Matthew 6:25
II. Because life is more than food and clothes, Matthew 6:25
III. Because God feeds the birds and we are worth more to Him than birds so we can trust Him to feed us, Matthew 6:26
IV. Because anxiety will not add a single minute to our life, Matthew 6:27
V. Because God clothes flowers in splendor, even though they only last a few days, and we are worth more and last longer than flowers so He will clothe us, Matthew 6:28-30
VI. Because anxiety causes us to pursue this world like an unbeliever and we should live differently than the world by trusting our Heavenly Father, Matthew 6:31-32
VII. Because anxiety sets our mind on the concerns of tomorrow and takes our attention off the kingdom work that is right now, Matthew 6:33-34


 25"For this reason I say to you, do not be worried about your life, as to what you will eat or what you will drink; nor for your body, as to what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? 
 26"Look at the birds of the air, that they do not sow, nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not worth much more than they? 
 27"And who of you by being worried can add a single hour to his life? 
 28"And why are you worried about clothing? Observe how the lilies of the field grow; they do not toil nor do they spin, 
 29yet I say to you that not even Solomon in all his glory clothed himself like one of these. 
 30"But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, will He not much more clothe you? You of little faith! 
 31"Do not worry then, saying, 'What will we eat?' or 'What will we drink?' or 'What will we wear for clothing?' 
 32"For the Gentiles eagerly seek all these things; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 



The Sermon on the Mount
Instructions about Money, Part 2; Matthew 6:19-34
Do Not Be Anxious

Scripture Reading, Prayer, and Testimony by Wilfred
· Read Matthew 6:19-34 

Background to the text (Header Slide – Slide 1)
· Three Main Commands about money
· Store Up Treasures in Heaven
· Do Not Be Anxious
· Seek First the Kingdom of God
Exposition of Matthew 6:25-32
“For this reason” Do Not Be Anxious
I. Background for the entire passage
· Three Main Commands about money:
· Store Up Treasures in Heaven
· Do Not Be Anxious
· Seek First the Kingdom of God
II. Because we cannot serve God and wealth, Matthew 6:25
· The topic for this sermon: Reasons to not be worried
· Some today are very anxious about life
· Some here today are very anxious about tomorrow
· These fears come in all forms from food, clothing and shelter, to fears for relationships and fears for our kids
· These anxieties come in the form of what we will do with our lives when we grow up to fears about what we will do now that we have grown up and nothing seems to be working out
· Here is the check for this issue of anxiety and fear: How often is some event in your future dominating your thinking today?
· This is not about planning, the Bible gives advice to plan about tomorrow
· I have spent much time this week planning for a couple of events in November: the Haiti trip where 10 men from our church are going, and the trip to Nagaland where Kim and I and the boys along with Primrose will be going
· Very excited about both trips as to what God will teach us as a church by going
· I don’t think this is a passage against planning for future ministry or future education or future job possibilities
· This is a passage to protect us from fear and anxiety
· Fear and anxiety are sometimes helpful motivators, like I am afraid of falling off a building or stepping in front of a bus because it will hurt
· However, there are many ways in which fear is a terrible motivator
· Fear will cause us to make terrible decisions in relationships, in ministry, in dealing with our family, in dealing with financial situations
· Fear puts us out of communion with God and gives the adversary plenty of room to work in ways that are destructive
· Anxiety about God’s plan caused Abraham and Sarah to shortcut God’s purposes for their family
· Fear caused Israel to not trust God in the midst of taking the Promised Land
· Fear caused Elijah to flee from Jezebel, and the list goes on and on
· Jesus gives us some arguments on why anxiety should not be part of our daily experience, especially about food, clothing, shelter
· Read Matthew 6:25 (Slide 2)
· First observation, this is an imperative
· Jesus gives this command to us, “DO NOT WORRY.”
· Connecting with the passage before it, “for this reason”
· For what reason?  Well, either because we are to store of treasures in heaven
· Or because where our treasure is, there will our heart be also
· Or because we cannot serve God and wealth
· So the first reason do not worry connects us to what He said in the passage from last week: anxiety will prevent us from storing up treasures in heaven
III. Because life is more than food and clothes, Matthew 6:25
· The second argument is an argument on the essentials of life
· Life is more than food and clothing
IV. Because God feeds the birds and we are worth more to Him than birds so we can trust Him to feed us, Matthew 6:26
· Read Matthew 6:26 (Slide 3)
· The third argument is an argument from nature with reference to relative value
· Consider birds, God feeds them even though they have little value
· Notice the pronoun “your” heavenly Father – not “their” heavenly Father, but “your”
· They have a Creator, you have a Heavenly Father
V. Because anxiety will not add a single minute to our life, Matthew 6:27
· Read Matthew 6:27 (Slide 4)
· The fourth argument is an argument of futility
· It is futile to worry, because worry cannot accomplish anything
VI. Because God clothes flowers in splendor, even though they only last a few days, and we are worth more and last longer than flowers so He will clothe us, Matthew 6:28-30
· Read Matthew 6:28-30 (Slide 5-6)
· The fifth argument is an argument of length of life
· God clothes the flowers even though they are around for a day
· You last a lot longer than flowers, so will God not also clothe you?
VII. Because anxiety causes us to pursue this world like an unbeliever and we should live differently than the world by trusting our Heavenly Father, Matthew 6:31-32
· Read Matthew 6:31-32 (Slide 7)
· The sixth argument is an argument of distinctive living for disciples
· Do not worry like the pagans that have no relationship to God
· God is your Father and He knows what you need
· When we live with anxiety we are living like those that do not know Him 
VIII. Because anxiety sets our mind on the concerns of tomorrow and takes our attention off the kingdom work that is right now, Matthew 6:33-34
· Read Matthew 6:33-34 (Slide 8)
· Verse 33 will be the focus of next week’s sermon, but as part of the argument here, lets consider broadly what Jesus is saying to the disciples
· The seventh argument is an argument of focus
· If our attention is set on the concerns of tomorrow then our focus will be off of the kingdom
· And this is pointless as our tomorrow will take care of itself, but the kingdom of God in our lives will not take care of itself
· We are to pursue the kingdom, we are to seek out righteousness
· When we are worried or anxious about tomorrow we will not be seeking out the kingdom today
· So in these seven arguments, Jesus gives us reasons not to worry, not to be anxious

Announcements:
1. Workers for our fall festival, we need individuals to sign up to work a game.
We have kids who are willing to do a lot of the physical labor, but need an adult to work the game with them
2. Discipleship this evening.
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