The Sermon on the Mount
Instructions about Money, Part 1; Matthew 6:19-34
Store Up Treasures in Heaven

Background to the text
· Three Main Commands about money
· Store Up Treasures in Heaven
· Do Not Be Anxious
· Seek First the Kingdom of God
Exposition of Matthew 6:19-24
I. Treasure Language in Sermon on the Mount
· Matthew 5:11-12 , 6:1, 6:3-4, 6:6, 6:17-18
II. Treasure Language in the Gospel of Matthew
· Matthew 13:44, Matthew 19:16-30
III. Do Not Store Up for Yourselves Treasures on Earth
· Because Earthly Treasures Will Not Last: Natural deterioration, Sinful  assaults
IV. Instead Store Up for Yourselves Treasures in Heaven
· Because Heavenly Treasures Last Forever
· Because Treasures Indication the Condition of Our Heart
V. Two Illustrations
· Light and Darkness
· Either the eye is clear, the whole body is full of light
· Or the eye is clouded, the whole body is full of darkness
· Master and Slave
· Either we will love God and serve Him
· Or we will love money and serve it
· Hording treasures on earth clouds our thinking and enslaves us to money
· Hording heavenly treasures provides clear understanding and binds us to God


 19"Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  20"But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal; 
 21for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
 22"The eye is the lamp of the body; so then if your eye is clear, your whole body will be full of light.  23"But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light that is in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!  24"No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other You cannot serve God and wealth. 

The Sermon on the Mount
Instructions about Money, Part 1; Matthew 6:19-34
Store Up Treasures in Heaven

Scripture Reading and Prayer: Background to the text
· Three Main Commands about money
· Store Up Treasures in Heaven
· Jesus gives us some reasons to store up treasures in heaven and not on earth
· He then addresses one of the major reasons we tend to store up treasures on earth
· We are anxious about the future, we are anxious about God’s provisions, we don’t trust Him completely so we trust God plus our own ingenuity or we trust God but just in case we cannot trust God, we worry and plan and store up treasure here
· Do Not Be Anxious
· This storing up earthly treasures is not necessarily about greed or the next issue addressed by Jesus would not have been about anxiety
· The storing up of earthly treasures looks to be more about self-preservation, having enough or an abundance for your life
· The reason for reacting this way, for storing up earthly treasures, is that we get anxious about our future
· So if you can produce great resources, then take those treasures and turn them into treasures that will last forever
· Anxiety is a pointless activity as it cannot fix tomorrow anyway and it will make us prone toward storing up treasure here instead of there
· How do we guard our hearts in the use of money when we are confronted with anxiety and our tendency to store up treasures here on earth
· Seek First the Kingdom of God
· Divine perspective, kingdom of God perspective, that is what protects us from letting our anxiety get the better of us
· When we are anxious about our life we do not have a kingdom of God perspective but a self-preservation perspective
· When we are anxious about tomorrow or next month or next year, the kingdom of God fades in importance and our own kingdom dominates our thinking and actions
· I think these three go together that they form the three legged stool of protecting us from greed and self-indulgence and self-preservation to our own loss in the end
· Read Matthew 6:19-34 (Slides)
Exposition Matthew 6:19-24 (Slide 1 – Header Slide)
I. Treasure Language in Sermon on the Mount
· What Christ has to say about money is critical to me and my battle with making this world my home, so this message is primarily to myself today
· I am a math guy by background so I love to look at issues from a statistical viewpoint, like today is 10/10/2010 – 10/10/10 those are things that really stoke my imagination and get my focus
· I realize not everyone in the room falls into this category, but for just a moment indulge me: Everyone in this room are part of the top 10% of the wealthiest people that have ever lived 
· Everyone in this room are part of the top 1% of wealthiest culture that has ever been
· The average evangelical Christian in America gives 2.5% of their income, which includes all giving not just to church – which is alarming given that I know many that give 10% or more to the church
· Now Matthew Road is unique in this regard, I don’t think the 2.5% marks the average Matthew Road Baptist Church attender, but it does mark some
· During the great depression the average American family gave 3.3% of their income, so the poorest moment in American history gave almost 50% more as a percentage of their income than the evangelical Christian in America gives today
· Randy Alcorn’s book The Treasure Principle “When people tell me that they can’t afford to tithe, I ask them, if your income dropped by ten percent would you die?”
· Matthew 5:11-12 , 6:1, 6:3-4, 6:6, 6:17-18
· Read Matthew 5:11-12 (Slide 2)
· Read Matthew 6:1 (Slide 3)
· Read Matthew 6:3-4 (Slide 4)
· Read Matthew 6:6 (Slide 5)
· Read Matthew 6:17-18 (Slide 6)
· From these I conclude that giving is not the only means by storing up treasures in heaven, but sharing the gospel even at great personal risk, prayer, and fasting
· However, giving and using our resources for the kingdom is one of the primary means of storing up treasures in heaven
· Let’s hear what Christ says in a few other passages in Matthew – not extensive coverage of the issues in the Gospels, but just two other passages
· Jesus wants you to have incredible treasures, He’s not looking to make you poor
II. Treasure Language in the Gospel of Matthew: Matthew 13:44, Matthew 19:16-30
· Read Matthew 13:44 (Slide 7)
· Story of the traveler in ancient Palestine, he makes a shortcut across a farmers land
· While walking he places his staff on the top of something hard
· Surprised by the sudden strange noise to find a box filled with treasures
· In order to secure the treasures, he goes home and sells everything in order to receive this treasure
· Read Matthew 19:21 (Slide 8)
· Surprised me this week, because we are all familiar with this account
· We hear in this event, go, sell all that you have and follow me and you get heaven
· But Jesus says more than that, this is not an offer to a foot in heavenly realms
· This is an offer for unbelievable treasures
· Listening to a sportscaster about the no hitter thrown this week, Roy Holliday, the pitcher for the Philis tossed a no hitter in a playoff game, done only once before
· The sports caster was describing going to his church care group and wanting to watch the rest of the game because of the significance of the moment
· 19 people in the small group and only one or two other people even watched the last three outs of the game – the vast majority of the others no interest whatsoever
· Here was the surprising comment, as this gentleman described the joy of this that he was on the phone with his father and texting with his brother as Holliday got the last out, the broadcaster said, as pointed or great as that moment was, this event pales in comparison to the even that is yet future in heaven
· Heaven is not the same experience for all people, just as a person really into baseball would stop and experience the joy of that no hitter, and the person somewhat into baseball might stop and enjoy the experience, so heaven is not the same experience for all that are there
· We maximize the eternal experience by living with our hands open now
III. Do Not Store Up for Yourselves Treasures on Earth
· Read Matthew 6:19 (Slide 9)
· Because Earthly Treasures Will Not Last: 
· Natural deterioration, Sinful  assaults
· “The greatest deterrent to giving is the illusion that the earth is our home.”
· Jesus is not against us making a lot of money
· Jesus is not against us working hard and seeing the fruit of our labor make resources
· Jesus is protecting us from the use of that money in a way that will prove unproductive to us
· He is a huge fan of producing great treasures, treasures that will last forever
IV. Instead Store Up for Yourselves Treasures in Heaven
· Read Matthew 6:20 (Slide 10)
· Because Heavenly Treasures Last Forever
· “You can’t take it with you but you can send it on ahead.”
· “God prospers us not to raise our standard of living but to raise our standard of giving.”
· Read Matthew 6:21 (Slide 11)
· Because Treasures Indication the Condition of Our Heart
· How we spend our money and how much we live with hands open, marks the condition of our heart
· If we want a heart for God, we must put our resources there and our heart will follow after that treasure
· If we put all our resources in IBM stock or Dell stock, we will spend our time checking on their stock prices and reading stories about the company
· If we put all our resources in kingdom pursuits, we will spend our time with our minds thinking, praying, following, going and sending on those areas
V. Two Illustrations
· Read Matthew 6:22-23 (Slide 12)
· Light and Darkness
· Either the eye is clear, the whole body is full of light
· Or the eye is clouded, the whole body is full of darkness
· Read Matthew 6:24 (Slide 13)
· Master and Slave
· Either we will love God and serve Him
· Or we will love money and serve it
· Hording treasures on earth clouds our thinking and enslaves us to money
· Hording heavenly treasures provides clear understanding and binds us to God
Announcements:
1. Fall Festival volunteers for Sunday, October 31 from 4-6
2. Deacons’ meeting today at 5
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