The Sermon on the Mount
Friendship and the Golden Rule; Matthew 7:7-12

I. The Golden Rule and Context
· Ask, Seek, Knock with Persistence and Confidence, Matthew 7:7-8
· Because of Our Parent-Child Relationship with God, Matthew 7:9-11
· How a parent-child relationship helps us understand prayer
· How a loving God is not an egomaniac when He makes the creation all about Himself
II. The Golden Rule, Matthew 7:12
· “In everything” – all inclusive, all consuming principle on human relationships
· “Therefore” – in light of the parent-child relationship
· “Treat people” – actively, persistently seeking
· “The same way you want them to treat you” – for their greater good, even if they fail to treat you that way
· “For this is the Law and the Prophets” – this rule helps us to understand why God gave us rules on our human relationships and this rule helps us to live them out
Conclusion: If God is our heavenly Father, then we should imitate Him in the way we treat others.  Just as God gives good things to us as His children, so also should we treat others the same way as we would want them to treat us.  In doing so, we fulfill what our heavenly Father has commanded us about our relationships to one another.


The Sermon on the Mount
Friendship and the Golden Rule; Matthew 7:7-12

Scripture Reading and Prayer
· Welcome to Friend Day
· Read Matthew 7:7-12 (Slides)

Exposition Matthew 7:7-12 (Slide 1 – Header Slide)
I. Introduction to the Golden Rule
· Today we take a look at the Golden Rule
· This is not what Jesus calls it
· The name comes from the 17th century from the church in Europe
· There are statements like this, “Do unto others as you would have them do unto you” throughout human history from various religious and philosophical backgrounds
· However, there are three unique features to what Jesus said this case: The Fatherhood of God, The Active Voice of the Command, The Connection to the Mosaic Law
· The first is the issue of the Fatherhood of God
· In understanding the Golden Rule
· As an introduction to this theme on the Golden Rule I want to take us back to a discussion of a few weeks ago, from one of the most familiar statements in the Bible
· Read Matthew 6:9 (Slide 2)
· Jesus said something quite radically when He says in the model prayer, “Our Father”
· For the monotheists during the time of Christ, there was an understanding of God as the Father of all people in the sense that God created all people
· For the Jew during the time of Christ, there was an understanding of God as the father of the nation of Israel and the father of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob
· Jews during the time of Christ viewed God as the Father of the Jewish people
· However, Jesus said something quite radical when He encourages each and every individual in their common, everyday prayer life to refer to God as their own Father
· This is more than a reference to God as their progenitor or Creator
· This is more than a nationalistic or corporate reference to God as the sustainer of nations or people groups
· You may not agree with Jesus, but He is making a most meaningful statement when He says that we should pray and that we address our prayers to God as our own Father
III. The Golden Rule and Context
· Ask, Seek, Knock with Persistence and Confidence, Matthew 7:7-8
· Read Matthew 7:7-8 (Slide 3)
· God wants us to pray, He wants us to seek Him, He wants us to be persistent in our prayer, He wants us to be confident in our prayer
· We will discuss this in more detail, I just want to give these few verses as context to the Golden Rule
· I fear the Golden Rule heard without the context will produce a moralistic Christianity that fails to acknowledge the primary issue
· The primary issue is our relationship to God as a loving Father
· Ask, seek, and knock with persistence and confidence as child seeks from their parent
· Because of Our Parent-Child Relationship with God, Matthew 7:9-11
· Read Matthew 7:9-11 (Slide 2) 
· Jesus wants us to think about our prayer life, our whole life in this context
· How a parent-child relationship helps us understand prayer
· Ask and you will receive is not a statement without context
· In the context of our relationship with God as our Father, we ask and He answers within that relationship
· The simple illustration for this, if my kids received everything they ever wanted to eat, what do you suppose our breakfast, lunch and dinner menu would look like?
· Candy, soft drinks, brownies, cake, ice cream, and no vegetables, fruit for miles
· How a loving God is not an egomaniac when He makes the creation all about Himself
· Sometimes I found myself on message boards on certain articles where atheism and theism collide
· I don’t do this much, but on occasion I find myself defending the Christian worldview
· One attack that is really common these days, “If the God of the universe is like the God the Bible describes then He is an egomaniac, self-centered, narcissistic, selfish and loathsome.”
· What sort of God needs people to worship Him?  We hate this attribute in people, why would we want this in God?
· The answer to the egomaniac claim against God comes from this relationship understanding
· Let’s take a dating relationship where love is just beginning to bloom
· The guy is in love with this young lady and begs her, will you let me take you to dinner, to bring you flowers, etc.  
· Is she an egomaniac for acknowledging that her boyfriend has great joy for just being in her presence
· There is a picture in the Bible of our relationship to God like this, as a bridegroom to a bride
· A better example, take a child-parent relationship: imagine the three year old child waiting for mom or dad to come home: waiting at the curb
· It is not egotistical nor is it narcissistic for a parent to let the child’s world revolve around them because the parent knows this gives the child maximum joy
IV. The Golden Rule, Matthew 7:12
· Read Matthew 7:12 (Slide )
· “Therefore” – in light of the parent-child relationship
· In light of the parent-child relationship between us and God, we then imitate God in the way we treat others
· The Golden Rule, as Jesus gives it, is not some moralistic statement about life
· This statement is intimately and inexorably connected to our relationship with God as our Heavenly Father
· “In everything” – all inclusive, all consuming principle on human relationships
· We cannot compartmentalize this statement by Jesus and say it only applies at home or at work or at church
· We cannot say this has to do with 
· Parents must treat children in this way (20 years later, looking back on my childhood, how did I want my parents to treat me?)
· Children must treat parents in this way (in 20 years when I am a parent what would I want my children to do when I ask them to clean their room or do their homework)
· “Treat people” – actively, persistently seeking
· Not a passive avoidance of trouble
· The command is in the active voice “Do”
· The Golden Rule from Jesus does not say, “avoiding doing to others what you want them to avoid doing to you.” 
· There is an active voice to this command
· Seek out what is best for others and do that
· Story this week in El Paso Times, because of my occasional travel to Mexico I keep track of the comings and goings of various places in Mexico
· El Paso Times does a really good job of covering the stories
· This story is from this week, twin girls Evelyn and Eileen, both US citizens, went to visit their father, a Mexican national, this past week in Juarez 
· Gunmen entered the home and the girls’ father had just enough time to hide Evelyn but not Eileen
· The gunmen brutally killed the father and Eileen, but they did not find Evelyn who was hiding under a bed in the room where the others were shot 
· A 10-year-old girl who often played with Eileen and Evelyn entered the house after the shooting and helped Evelyn 
· Girl took Evelyn to safe place and washed her because Evelyn was covered with blood 
· Then she fed and comforted Evelyn until a family member came to get her
· “The same way you want them to treat you” – for their greater good, even if they fail to treat you that way
· The reason this is so important in the context of the verses, a father or a parent acts with knowledge of what is best for their children
· This is not necessarily doing whatever the person wants you to do
· This sometimes means saying no to what they want because it is for their greater good
· We will not do this perfectly, but we can see that not every request should be answered with yes
· Lets go back to the illustration of parents and children
· “For this is the Law and the Prophets” – this rule helps us to understand why God gave us rules on our human relationships; this rule helps us to live them out
· The Law and the Prophets tell us the heart of God our Father
· The Law and the Prophets then give us a standard that honors and imitates God our Father
Conclusion: If God is our heavenly Father, then we should imitate Him in the way we treat others.  Just as God gives good things to us as His children, so also should we treat others the same way as we would want them to treat us.  In doing so, we fulfill what our heavenly Father has commanded us about our relationships to one another.
Announcements:
1. Romans 15 study tonight, “the man God uses,” ladies study begins at 5:00 tonight, the study on prayer in the conference room
2. Friend Day lunch
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