The Sermon on the Mount
How to Pray, Part 5: Praying According to God’s Priorities; Matthew 6:11-15

I. Reminder: Warnings from Matthew 6:5-9
· Do not pray with a motive of love of self and the reward of others’ praise; Instead pray like Christ who is motivated by love of His Father and the Father’s reward 
· Do not pray by using meaningless repetition; Instead pray with a knowledge of the character of God
II. This Prayer as Model Not Liturgy
· “Pray, then, in this way”
· Luke 11:1, “Lord, teach us to pray just as John also taught his disciples.”
III. Prayer and God’s Glory
· Intimacy with God as Our Father
· The holiness of God as we request that His name be hollowed
· The priorities of God as we pray with His kingdom and will in our priorities
IV. Prayer and Our Needs
· Physical needs: “give us daily bread”
· Spiritual needs: “forgive us”
· Needs for guidance and protection: “lead us…deliver us…”
V. Warning from Matthew 5:14-15
· Failure to Forgive


The Sermon on the Mount
How to Pray, Part 5: Praying According to God’s Priorities; Matthew 6:11-15
Scripture Reading and Prayer
· Every week, just like for the Beatitudes we are going to read these 11 verses together for the six Sunday’s of this section in hopes of helping us memorize
· Read Matthew 6:5-15 (Slides)

Exposition Matthew 6:14-15 (Slide 1 – Header Slide)
I. Reminder: Warnings from Matthew 6:5-9
a. Do not pray with a motive of love of self and the reward of others’ praise; Instead pray like Christ who is motivated by love of His Father and the Father’s reward 
b. Do not pray by using meaningless repetition; Instead pray with a knowledge of the character of God
II. Reminder: Prayer Structure, Our Relationship to God and His Character and Will must be primary in our prayers
· Model Prayer or how to pray prayer – structure, outline, shell of our prayers
· This model begins with our relationship to God and His character
· He is a loving Father
· His name is to be held as holy
· The model then moves to the sovereign rule and will of God
· Language and the more we know about a language the more we are able to make adjustments 
III. Our Physical needs: “give us”
IV. Our Spiritual needs: “forgive us”
V. Our Need for Wisdom: “lead us”
· Our needs are not only present – the need of the moment for food, shelter, clothing
· Our needs are not just in the past – the need for forgiveness and mercy
· We also have needs in the future – the need for guidance and protection
VI. The Specifics of Forgiveness
· Read Matthew 6:14-15 (Slide 3)
· How serious is this unforgiveness?  Does this mean that God will be upset with me for awhile? Does this mean that this withholding of forgiveness is eternal?
· Two possible interpretations, one is that we lose the ongoing fellowship with God for we have already called Him our own Father
· The other possibility is that this claim to the parent-child relationship with God is faulty if we cannot forgive as God Himself forgives and therefore we are not His child
· Read Luke 7:36-50
i. Being forgiven makes for tender, loving, grateful hearts
· Read Luke 18:9-14
i. Being forgiven makes for humble hearts
· Read Matthew 18:23-35
i. Being forgiven makes us gracious toward others
ii. Read Matthew 18:33-35 (Slide 4)
· An unforgiving heart means two things
i. Failure to acknowledge the seriousness of our own sins, that we deserve judgment, condemnation, wrath, eternal separation
ii. Failure to acknowledge that our sins against God far exceed any sins any person has ever committed against us
· So when we refuse to be gracious, forgiving, and merciful to others we implicitly claim self-righteousness because we are claiming that the sins of another are greater than all of our sins combined
· The Psalmist says it this way, in reference to the impact of forgiveness on our lives
· Read Psalm 130:3-4 (Slide 5)
· No one could stand before the Lord if He kept track of our iniquities
· The reason for His offer of forgiveness is so that our hearts will fear and reverence
· Failure to forgive others means we have not understood the nature of forgiveness
· Failure to forgive others means we have not received true forgiveness from God because if we had, our hearts would fear
· If our hearts revered, we would forgive others
· That is why Jesus says we must forgive others, live in a state of being ready to forgive others, in order to claim we have been truly forgiven
· Read Matthew 6:14-15 (Slid 6)
VII. Practical conclusions (Header slide – slide 7)
· This is a day to check our hearts, that we might be living with unforgiveness in our hearts



Announcements:
1. Romans 14 study tonight, “the man God uses,” ladies study begins at 5:00 tonight.
2. Prayer time at 7:00 tonight prayer for our nation/our mission trip to Mexico this week
3. Friend Day
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