The Sermon on the Mount
How to Pray, Part 4: Praying According to God’s Priorities; Matthew 6:11-12

Background: The Lord’s Prayer, Matthew 6:9-13
· The Structure of the Model Prayer
· God’s Glory: He is Holy, His Kingdom is Glorious, His Will is Primary
· Our Needs: Physical Provision, Spiritual Restoration, Guidance and Protection
· The Model Prayer and Our Relationship to God
· God as our Father … providing daily bread to His children
· God as our Sovereign King … providing pardon for His subjects
· God as our Master … providing guidance for His servants

I. Reminder: Warnings from Matthew 6:5-9
· Do not pray with a motive of love of self and the reward of others’ praise; Instead pray like Christ who is motivated by love of His Father and the Father’s reward 
· Do not pray by using meaningless repetition; Instead pray with a knowledge of the character of God
II. This Prayer as Model Not Liturgy
· “Pray, then, in this way”
· Luke 11:1, “Lord, teach us to pray just as John also taught his disciples.”
III. Prayer and God’s Glory
· Intimacy with God as Our Father
· The holiness of God as we request that His name be hollowed
· The priorities of God as we pray with His kingdom and will in our priorities
IV. Prayer and Our Needs
· Physical needs: “give us daily bread”
· Spiritual needs: “forgive us”
· Needs for guidance and protection: “lead us…deliver us…”


The Sermon on the Mount
How to Pray, Part 4: Praying According to God’s Priorities; Matthew 6:11-12
Background: The Lord’s Prayer, Matthew 6:9-13
· The Structure of the Model Prayer
· God’s Glory: He is Holy, His Kingdom is Glorious, His Will is Primary
· Our Needs: Physical Provision, Spiritual Restoration, Spiritual Guidance
· This prayer could be divided simply into three elements, and then three more elements, the first three deal with God, the second three with man, the first three God's glory, the second three man's need. The first three the glory of God, "Hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done." That's the glory of God. The second three man's need, "Give us our daily bread. Forgive us our debts, and lead us not into temptation." Do you see the point is this first when you pray you set God in His rightful place, do you see it? Then everything else flows out of it. All prayer is to begin with the character of God, "Hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done." And then what follows? God is in His supreme place, and when God is first prayer makes sense.
· The Model Prayer and Our Relationship to God
· God as our Father … providing daily bread to His children
· God as our Sovereign King … providing pardon for His subjects
· God as our Master … providing guidance for His servants
· First of all God is a Father, "Our Father, Hallowed be Your name." Then He is a King, "Your kingdom come." Then He is a Master, "Your will be done." As a Father, He gives us our daily bread.  As a King, He forgives our debts and pardons us. As a Master, He leads us not into temptation.
· The Disciples Prayer Life by T.W. Hunt
· There are other ways to think about this prayer.  For example, one way that to look at this prayer, it unfolds the relationship that we have with God, and it hits it so many ways it's just staggering. For example, it says, "Our Father," that means that we have a Father-child relationship with God. It says, "Hallowed be Your name," we have a deity and worshiper relationship with God. It says, "Your kingdom come." We have a sovereign and a subject relationship with God. It says, "Your will be done," we have a Master and a servant relationship with God. It says, "Give us our daily bread." We have a benefactor and a beneficiary relationship with God. It says, "forgive us our (trespasses or our) debts," we have a Savior sinner relationship with God. It says, "Lead us not into temptation," we have a guide and a pilgrim relationship with God.


Scripture Reading and Prayer
· Every week, just like for the Beatitudes we are going to read these 11 verses together for the six Sunday’s of this section in hopes of helping us memorize
· Read Matthew 6:5-15 (Slides)

Exposition Matthew 6:11-12 (Slide 1 – Header Slide)
I. Reminder: Warnings from Matthew 6:5-9
a. Do not pray with a motive of love of self and the reward of others’ praise; Instead pray like Christ who is motivated by love of His Father and the Father’s reward 
b. Do not pray by using meaningless repetition; Instead pray with a knowledge of the character of God
II. Reminder: Prayer Structure, Our Relationship to God and His Character and Will must be primary in our prayers
· Model Prayer or how to pray prayer – structure, outline, shell of our prayers
· This model begins with our relationship to God and His character
· Read Matthew 6:9 (Slide 2)
· He is a loving Father
· His name is to be held as holy
· The model then moves to the sovereign rule and will of God
· Read Matthew 6:10 (Slide 3)
· God wills for us to honor Him and for the world to honor Him and we pray that His rule and will would happen
· So based on the model prayer, our prayer must begin with a focus on the character and will of God 
III. Our Physical needs: “give us daily bread”
· There is a humility built into all three of these requests
· Present need, food, shelter, clothing, 
· Read Matthew 6:11 (Slide 4)
· Corporate prayer request, give us our daily bread, all of the pronouns of this prayer are in the plural, Our Father, Our daily bread…
· Rabbinic tradition from the time of Christ, “do not hear the prayer of the traveler.”  Why?  Because the traveler, walking from Galilee to Jerusalem, may be praying for a sunny day, but the local farmer needs the rain to water his crops
· We are praying for our daily needs and the daily needs of all individuals
· Not just a prayer for food
· Read Matthew 6:30-31 (Slide 5)
· All the necessities of life are consider in this prayer for bread
· Read Matthew 6:11 (Slide 6)
· Lord, provide for all my daily needs
· If you say, “I have no needs so why would I pray this.”  
· It is an acknowledgement of God’s provision for our needs
· When we pray in this way, then at every meal would should be thanking Him for His provisions and asking Him to continue to provide for our needs
· God gives us everything.  He gives us life.  He provides for our daily, physical needs.
· Praying over every meal is not just tradition, it is a way to express this biblical truth
· Praying over every meal allows our kids to hear this reminder
· Not only does this prayer address our need for God to provide, it also provides for us a regulator on what should be important to us
· In the simplicity of this prayer, Jesus seems to be distinguishing needs from wants
· The prayer is clearly directed at the needs of the moment and the basic aspects of those needs
· This is not a prayer for riches or for years of provisions or for financial gain
· The prayer is for daily, basic provisions: Needs
· Here we need much help for we have a difficult time in this country distinguishing between needs and wants
IV. Our Spiritual needs: “forgive us”
· Past need, grace, mercy, covering for sin
· Read Matthew 6:12 (Slide 7)
· God wants to hear this type of prayer from us
· God longs to forgive, He waits, longing to offer forgiveness to us
· He wants to forgive, He stands ready to forgive
· This is not just a New Testament concept, see what God says to Israel
· Read Isaiah 30:18-19 (Slide 8)
· This is in the heart of God, He longs to show grace to us
· There is a humility built into this model prayer
· We come to God as our Father, but we acknowledge His holiness, His sovereign reign and will
· We come to God as our Father: we acknowledge His provisions for our physical needs
· We come to God as our Father: we humbly acknowledge His provision for our spiritual needs by forgiving our sins
· Read Matthew 6:12 (Slide 9)
· There is a conditional statement, “as we have already forgiven those who have sinned against us.”  
· We stand ready to forgive any offense, then we come with confidence that God stands ready to forgive us any offense against Him, deal with this more next week
V. Our Needs for guidance and protection: “lead us…deliver us…”
· Our needs are not only present – the need of the moment for food, shelter, clothing
· Our needs are not just in the past – the need for forgiveness and mercy
· We also have needs in the future
· Read Matthew 6:13 (Slide 10)
· Our needs for the future are needs for guidance and protection
· This aspect of the model prayer acknowledges our weaknesses
· Lead us away from the things that so easily entangles us
· If our path does lead us into difficulty, then deliver us from evil or from the evil one
· Read I Corinthians 10:13 (Slide 11)
· Not for physical protection but for spiritual protection
· Read Matthew 6:13 (Slide 12)
· This twofold request for future help, lead us away from temptation with sin
· If our paths lead us toward temptation, deliver us from the evil one
· Prayer for guidance, prayer for protection: not physical guidance or physical protection, but for spiritual guidance and spiritual protection
VI. Practical conclusions (Header slide – slide 13)
· All of these petitions remind me of the 23rd Psalm
· In this prayer, God as our Father drives the rest of our petition
· In the 23rd Psalm, God as a loving shepherd drives the heart of the psalm
· Read Psalm 23 “The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want…He leads me…He restores me…for His name’s sake…”
· This is the heart of God, a loving, caring relationship with us
· He wants us to pray to Him; He wants us to seek His provisions for our physical, spiritual needs; He wants us to seek His guidance 
· Prayer is the tool given by God to us whereby we can communicate with our loving heavenly Father and we can ask Him for our daily provisions
Announcements:
1. Romans 14 study tonight, “the man God uses,” ladies study begins at 5:00 tonight.
2. Prayer time at 7:00 tonight prayer for our nation/our mission trip to Mexico this week
3. Dangerous Book for Boys – Catapult begins tonight for boys 3rd through 6th grade
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