The Sermon on the Mount
How to Pray, Part 3: Praying According to God’s Priorities; Matthew 6:9-10

Background: The Lord’s Prayer, Matthew 6:9-13
· The Structure of the Model Prayer
· God’s Glory: He is Holy, His Kingdom is Glorious, His Will is Primary
· Our Needs: Physical Provision, Spiritual Restoration, Spiritual Guidance
· The Model Prayer and Our Relationship to God
· God as our Father … providing daily bread to His children
· God as our Sovereign King … providing pardon for His subjects
· God as our Master … providing guidance for His servants

I. Reminder: Warnings from Matthew 6:5-9
· Do not pray with a motive of love of self and the reward of others’ praise; Instead pray like Christ who is motivated by love of His Father and the Father’s reward 
· Do not pray by using meaningless repetition; Instead pray with a knowledge of the character of God
II. This Prayer as Model Not Liturgy
· “Pray, then, in this way”
· Luke 11:1, “Lord, teach us to pray just as John also taught his disciples.”
III. Prayer and Intimacy with God
· “Our Father who is in heaven”
IV. Prayer and the Holiness of God
· “Hollowed be Your name”
V. Prayer and the Priorities of God
· “Your kingdom come and Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven”
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Scripture Reading and Prayer
· Every week, just like for the Beatitudes we are going to read these 11 verses together for the six Sunday’s of this section in hopes of helping us memorize
· Read Matthew 6:5-15 (Slides)

Exposition Matthew 6:9-10 (Slide 1 – Header Slide)
I. Reminder: Warnings from Matthew 6:5-9
a. Do not pray with a motive of love of self and the reward of others’ praise; Instead pray like Christ who is motivated by love of His Father and the Father’s reward 
b. Do not pray by using meaningless repetition; Instead pray with a knowledge of the character of God
II. This Prayer as Model Not Liturgy
· Read Matthew 6:9 (Slide 2)
· “Pray, then, in this way”
· Not liturgy – the word liturgy has to do with order or pattern of worship, prayer, singing, confession, Scripture Reading, elements of public gather
· The reciting of Apostles’ creed provides a good example of a liturgical form
· There are aspects of the New Testament that liturgical responses are fine
· Paul in I Corinthians 15:3-4 “Christ died according to the scriptures.  That He was buried and raised the third day, according to the scriptures.”
· Liturgy can be very helpful to ensure that everyone in the room has a base knowledge of Christian faith and practice
· Though we are not liturgical in form, there are still some liturgical aspects to our services: we pray, we sing together, we listen to the scripture read, we study the Bible together in a particular way – all of these items to give a pattern to life for all believers
· However, the Lord’s prayer is not to be used primarily as a liturgical element
· It is fine to publically read or quote the Lord’s prayer – we have done so the last several weeks with a few more weeks to go
· However, the goal of this prayer is not recitation
· The goal of this prayer is to provide for us a model or structure for our prayers
· Our prayers should not be limited to these words, however our prayers should include these types of themes, these ideas, this general focus gives structure to our prayers
· Consider a parallel verse in Luke’s Gospel when the disciples ask Jesus a question
· Read Luke 11:1 (Slide 3)
· I believe this is a different occasion than Matthew 6, that Jesus would teach the same truth in two different settings is not surprising
· While Jesus was praying…something about the manner of the prayer of Christ prompts the disciples to say, teach us how to do this thing you are doing
· The disciples see this type of prayer and long to have a prayer life that matches their Master
· This reminder gives us again the truth that disciples form not just in the passing of intellectual awareness, but through the teaching of truth matched by living truth
· Preparing for the pastors’ conference in Mexico in two weeks: making disciples
· The second section: “The Necessity and Insufficiency of Preaching” 
· If we wish for our children to be disciples of Christ, we must live as a model of this pattern of discipleship
· We now move to the content of the prayer
III. Prayer and Intimacy with God
· Read Matthew 6:9 (Slide 4)
· “Our Father who is in heaven”
· Whose Father is He?  Everyone?  No, not everyone.  
· Have we not heard individuals say “We are children of God”
· This is false, not everyone is a child of God
· In Acts, Paul says in his presentation in Athens does state that we are all the offspring of God as our Creator
· John 1:12-13 (Slide 5)
· Romans 8 where we discover that those who have the Spirit belong to Christ and the Spirit gives testimony to our spirit that we are children of God
· Only those who belong to Christ have the Spirit, and only those with the Spirit can verify or testify that we are children of God 
· I realize that the use of this relationship illustration that not everyone in the room is comforted by this reality
· Some in this room have not had good relationships with their earthly father and cringe on the hearing of Jesus say, God is a Heavenly Father – “My earthly father was such a ridiculous scandal of a parent that I want nothing to do with this imagery of God.”
· The Psalmist understood this problem of failed earthly fathers and writes this
· Read Psalm 68:4-5 (Slide 6)
· If your dad has been a colossal jerk and provided no pattern for parenthood to you, please know this that God loves you and has adopted you into His own family, if Christ is your Savior and Lord
· Now moving to the next element of this sermon
IV. Prayer and the Holiness of God
· Read Matthew 6:9 (Slide 7)
· “Hollowed be Your name”
· This is the first request of the model prayer
· This is not a statement of reality else would then say “Hollowed is Your name.”  
· This is a request, a request that the name of God would be considered holy
· God is holy
· So significant is the holiness of God, this is the phrase repeated over and over again in the presence of God in the heavens 
· Read Isaiah 6:3 (Slide 8)
· This is a request that God’s name in this world, God’s reputation in this world would be seen in this world as He really is, that the world would know Him as holy
· We pray then with these two truths dominating our prayer life: God is holy and we must acknowledge Him as holy
· This is the first and greatest priority of God in this world, that we would see Him has holy and that His name would be hallowed
· Notice one of the top four laws of the ten commandments has to do with God’s name 
· Read Exodus 20:7 (Slide 9)
· This is a punishable crime for individuals to take the name of God in vain
· The name of God connects directly with His reputation and the devil knows that if he can get us to reduce God to some sort of cosmic Santa Clause or a lovable but hapless deity or to elevate our own reputations and goals to the level where only God belongs
· If the devil can do this, he has won a substantial and destructive victory
· I hear more of the reduction of the name of God and the name of His Son Jesus Christ
· Why is this?  Why do we never hear of Buddha or Muhammad or Confucius as a by-word or curse word?  Why do we never hear of the name of other religious figures or other religious names for God as humorous punctuation to a joke?
· The devil knows that to reduce those false deities would damage his goals, while reduce the one true God with our language gives Him a great leverage to his goals
· We must be very careful with what we say
· We must be careful with texting OMG, we must be careful with substitute words like gosh or jeezes or any other phrase that sounds like “Oh My God!”
· Any time those phrases are uttered without being directed to God or Christ, we are in the process of helping our adversary have a stronghold in our lives and our culture
· Do not utter the words “Oh My God!”  Or “Jesus Christ” to punctuate a sentence or to speak these words in any other way than with prayer, reverence and honor
· Beyond the name and reputation of God as being holy, we now move to our prayer life that deals with the priorities of God
V. Prayer and the Priorities of God
· Read Matthew 6:10 (Slide 10)
· “Your kingdom come and Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven”
· We are to offer our prayers with the goals, priorities, and desires of God as the foremost drive in our prayers
· How do we know God’s priorities?  By studying His Word, by listening to His guidance, by hearing His work in the lives of other believers
· I believe these two phrases are closely related: His kingdom, His will,
· His kingdom represents His reign or rule over people
· His will represents His priorities or His desires for our lives
· Prayer must continually reflect God’s rule over us and His will for us
VI. Practical conclusions (Header slide – slide 6)
· Prayer represents the most fundamental spiritual discipline in our lives
· A believer’s prayer life marks the seriousness of our faith in Christ and the significance of our relationship with God the Father

Announcements:
1. Romans 14 study tonight.
2. Prayer time at 7:00 tonight prayer for our families
3. Discipleship courses: Tuesday morning women’s study
4. Free counseling
5. Saturday’s training session
6. Friend Day on October 3
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