The Sermon on the Mount
How to Pray, Part 2; Matthew 6:7-8

Practical Helps for Our 40 Days of Prayer
· Prayer and Relationship: Pray out our love for God and His love for us
· Prayer and Ministry: Pray out of our dependence on God
· Prayer and Practice: Pray spontaneously and planned, for immediate needs and prescribed lists, together and alone
· Prayer and Scripture: Pray according to the Scripture

I. Reminder: Structure of Matthew 6:1-18
· Giving, Matthew 6:2-4; Praying, Matthew 6:5-15; Fasting, Matthew 6:16-18
II. Reminder: Warning from Matthew 6:5-6
· Do not pray like the hypocrites who are motive by love of self and the praise of others
· Instead pray like Christ who is motivated by love of His Father and the reward from His Father 
III. Do not pray like this, Matthew 6:7
· Gentiles and their meaningless repetition: an incantation, babbling, magic words
· Analogy from the prophets of Baal in I Kings 18
IV. Pray like this, Matthew 6:8
· With a knowledge of the character of God OR Why theology matters in our prayer life
· He knows: He is omniscient, He is omnipresent, He is omnipotent
· He cares: He is loving, He is kind, He is gracious

· 

The Sermon on the Mount
How to Pray, Part 2; Matthew 6:7-8
Practical Helps for Our 40 Days of Prayer (Header Slide – Slide 1)
· Prayer and Relationship: Pray out our love for God and His love for us
· Why we close our eyes when we pray?
· First, to prevent distraction
· Second, the natural mark of intimacy
· Prayer and Ministry: Pray out of our dependence on God
· Prayer and Practice: Pray spontaneously and planned, for immediate needs and prescribed lists, together and alone
· Prayer and Scripture: Pray according to the Scripture
Scripture Reading and Prayer
· Every week, just like for the Beatitudes we are going to read these 11 verses together for the six Sunday’s of this section in hopes of helping us memorize
· Read Matthew 6:5-15 (Slides)

Video (Amena Brown) (Video)

Exposition Matt. 6:7-8 (Slide 1 – Header Slide)
I. This passage of spiritual disciplines
· CNN article on students
· Prayer is a critical spiritual discipline that is so poorly practiced in American Christianity with the outcome that our children don’t believe us when we say, “God is our Father and we submit our lives to Him.”  Oh really?  When?
· Prayer is the outworking of the faith by which we have been saved
· Why?  Because saving faith is the acknowledgment of our dependence upon God
· Prayer is the ongoing, outward sign of that initial act of saving faith
· Jesus gives us three  cautions about prayer in this passage – 
· Two of these cautions are before the model prayer
· First, do not pray like the Pharisees who pray to impress others with their words
· Second, do not pray like the pagans who pray with some type of incantation or mantra as if they are trying to reach God through some formula of words or babbling 
· The third caution comes after Jesus gives the model prayer, we cannot pray with any affect when we have no forgiveness in our hearts
· These three cautions surround the great model prayer by Christ
· Reminder: Structure of Matthew 6:1-18
· Read Matthew 6:1 (Slide 2)
· Jesus doesn’t want us to lose our reward from His Father
· There are ways to make great efforts in the spiritual world and have all of those efforts be for naught
· It is possible to give, fast, pray in ways that have no reward
· Jesus wants you to have your joy maximized by the receiving of a great reward from His Father
II. Therefore, Do not pray this way 
· Read Matthew 6:7 (Slide 3)
· “When you pray…”
· This is not a complaint by Christ on behalf of His Father about us repeatedly praying for the same or similar things
· Christ prays three times “Father, take this cup from Me, but not My will, but Your will be done.”
· Paul prayed three times “Take away this thorn in my flesh.” And God responded to each request, “My grace is sufficient for you.  In your weakness, I am made strong.”
· Consider these verses
· Read Daniel 6:10 (Slide 4 – Read Daniel 6:10)
· Read Matthew 14:22-23 (Slide 5 – Read Matthew 14:22-23)
· Read Luke 18:1 (Slide 6 – Read Luke 18:1)
· Acts 6:4 (Slide 7 – Read Acts 6:4)
· I Thessalonians 5:10-12 (Slide 8 – Read I Thessalonians 5:10-12)
· So the concern of Christ is not praying frequently or praying for the same thing repeatedly
· There is something else of concern to Christ
· Read Matthew 6:7 (Slide 9 – Read Matthew 6:7)
· Do not pray like the pagans
· Emphasis on meaningless words or repetitive words as if repeating these words functions as an incantation to awaken a sleeping deity
·  “Battalogao” “batta” is an onomatopoeia “βατταλογήσητε”
· Remember I Kings 18 and Elijah with the prophets of Baal
· There is no magic incantation, there is no mantra, there is no mindless chatter that can reach the heart of God as if He were the spiritual ATM machine and all we need is the ATM card and the password and you can mechanically get what we want
III. Instead, pray like this, Matthew 6:8
· Read Matthew 6:8 (Slide 5)
· With a knowledge of the character of God OR Why theology matters in our prayer life
· He knows: He is omniscient, He is omnipresent, He is omnipotent
· We do not pray in order to inform God of our problems, but to share with God our needs for Him in our problems
· He cares: He is loving, He is kind, He is gracious 
· We do not pray in order to convince God to care about us
· He cares.  He already cares about you and He is ready to show grace and kindness to you.  He cares.
· We pray with these truths in mind: God cares and God knows
IV. Practical conclusions (Header slide – slide 6)
· This does not mean that God will answer our prayers exactly the way we expect
· However, He will answer the prayers of His children out of us care for us and out of His knowledge of us
· Shetler’s book on her desire to teach them to pray “And the Word Came in Power”
· A passionate, heart engaged, relationship seeking conversation that honors God and demonstrates our dependents and He will answer our prayers, sometimes in ways we never would expect

Announcements:
1. Final Reading seminar at 5:00
2. Romans 13 study tonight.
3. 12 Hour prayer vigil, 30 minute time slots, there are prayer guides available
4. Prayer time at 7:00 tonight for the church and the ministries of the church
5. Discipleship courses
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